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the  name 

In  Germany  the  family  name  io  spelled  with  umlaut  marks,  as  Bahr.  Since 
the  English  language  does  not  employ  the  use  of  the  umlaut,  its  omission 
changes  the  root  vowel  sound.  In  order  to  retain  the  German  pronounciation, 
Karl,  of  the  second  generation,  changed  the  spelling  of  his  surname  to  "Eaehr" 
after  establishing  residence  in  this  country.  However  his  descendants  have 
all  used  the  original  spelling  "Bahr."  The  correct  spelling  of  the  name  of 
Karl's  wife  is  uncertain.  On  the  baptism  certificate  of  son  William  it  is 
spelled  "Theresia  nee  Juhl."  Elsewhere  it  is  spelled  "Therese  Gould"  and 
"Therese  Guhl"  and  on  her  tombstone  "Theresa  Bahr."  A  granddaughter  named 
after  her  spelled  the  given  name  as  "Thressa." 


GENERATION  ONE 


1.  JOHAN  BAHR,  the  earliest  known  ancestor  of  the  Bahr  family  of  this 
history  was  a  native  of  Germany.  Very  little  is  known  of  him  except  that  he 
was  the  father  of  four  boys,  all  business  men,  and  four  girls,  all  homemakers. 
He  was  a  well  built  man,  stood  six  feet  six  inches,  and  was  in  the  tailoring 
business.  He  is  said  to  have  fought  in  a  war  against  France  in  1827  although 
this  alleged  fact  is  somewhat  in  question  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Germany 
was  not  a  unified  country  at  that  time.  He  may  have  fought  on  the  side  of  one 
of  the  German  states  in  skirmishes  against  a  bordering  French  province.  Three 
of  Johan's  sons  were  large  men,  over  six  feet  tall,  and  were  merchant  tailors. 
Presumably  they  finished  out  their  lives  in  Germany.  The  fourth  son  came  to 
America  in  1858  or  1859  and  is  the  immigrant  ancestor  of  the  Bahr  family  of 
this  history. 


GENERATION  TV/O 


2.  KARL  (Job.an^),  the  youngest  son,  whose  descendants  are  the  subject 
of  this  history,  -was  of  smaller  stature,  five  feet  five  inches,  and  weighed 
about  140  pounds .  With  few  exceptions  his  descendants  have  also  been  of 
rather  short  stature,  ranging  from  five  feet  five  inches  to  five  feet  ten 
inches.  Karl  was  a  shoemaker  in  Eerlin,  a  mechanic  in  his  trade,  and  with 
his  helpers  made  boots  and  shoes,  by  hand,  for  a  great  number  of  folk  in 
Germany  and  also  for  the  royal  family. 

He  was  born  in  Metz,  Germany,  near  the  French  border,  on  August  10,  1831. 
He  spoke  German,  French,  and  Polish  and  learned  his  trade  as  a  boy.  As  an 
apprentice  he  would  journey  on  foot  from  one  village  to  another,  gaining 
knowledge,  ways,  and  means  of  carrying  on  his  trade,  in  the  different  local¬ 
ities  of  the  country.  A  pair  of  hand  made  boots  in  those  days  would  last  a 
man  several  years.  He  was  a  good  singer  and  readily  made  warm  friends  where-ve^ 
he  went. 

His  wife,  Therese  Gould,  was  born  in  Pomern,  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  Germany,  on  October  8,  1833*  Her  parents  were  farmers,  who  had  an  outdoor 
baking  oven  on  their  farm,  to  which  people  in  the  vicinity  brought  bread  dough 
to  be  baked.  Karl  met  her  there  for  the  first  time  when  she  was  busily  engaged 
in  cleaning  the  oven  flue.  Although  her  face  and  hands  were  black  it  was  love 
at  first  sight  for  Karl,  and  he  decided  then  and  there  that  she  was  the  girl 
to  be  his  wife. 

Hearing  glowing  accounts  of  the  economic  status  of  working  people  in  the 
United  States,  Karl,  Therese,  their  first  child  Paul,  together  with  several 
friends  booked  boat  passage  to  this  country.  The  exact  date  of  their  arrival 
is  unknown  but  it  must  have  been  in  the  late  1850' s  or  early  l860's,  a  few 
years  prior  to  the  birth  of  their  second  child,  Amel,  in  1864.  A  grandson 
states  that  they  came  to  this  country  when  Paul  was  one  year  old  which  would 
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have  made  the  arrival  date  1858  or  1859*  They  settled  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich, 
and  a  short  time  later  moved  to  Niles,  Mich,  where  Karl  continued  his  shoe 
making  trade.  Due  to  the  fact  that  machine  made  boots  and  shoes  made  their 
advent  about  this  time,  Karl,  of  necessity,  turned  to  making  specialty  shoes 
for  cripples  and  for  persons  who  would  not  consider  any  other  than  hand  made 
footwear . 

Friends  of  the  family,  in  the  early  years  in  St.  Joseph,  included  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Pauline  Baer  and  B.  Mack,  all  of  whom  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  about  the  same  time  as  Karl.  Frederick  and  Pauline  Baer  may  have 
been  brother  and  sister-in-law  to  Karl.  Their  names  appear  as  witnesses  on 
Amel's  baptism  certificate.  After  living  in  St.  Joseph  a  short  time  B.  Mack 
and  Karl  moved  to  Niles.  Karl’s  children  called  Frederick  "Uncle  Joseph." 

Theresa  died  in  Niles,  Mich,  on  Oct.  28,  l88l.  About  two  weeks  before 
Karl's  death  in  Niles,  Mich.,  which  occurred  on  Jan.  4,  1886,  he  married  for 
the  second  time.  The  name  of  his  second  wife  is  unknown.  Theresa  and  Karl 
are  buried  in  Silver  Brook  Cem.,  Niles,  Mich. 

Issue: 

3*  i  Paul  Louis,  b.  Nov.  18,  1857#  d.  Jun.  5#  1923- 

4.  ii  Amel  Joseph  Frederick,  b.  Mar.  27,  1864,  d.  Mar.  29,  1941. 

5.  iii  Otto  B.,  b.  Dec  5,  1866,  d.  Dec.  26,  1945- 

6.  iv  William  Frederick  Karl,  b.  Oct.  25,  1872. 

v  Anna,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Oct.  16,  1874;  d.  in  Niles,  Mich., 
May  25,  1877;  buried  in  Silver  Brook  Cem.,  Niles,  Mich. 
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GENERATION  THREE 


3.  PAUL  LOUIS  (Karl^,  Johan^),  son  of  Karl  and  Therese  (Gould)  Bahr,  vas 
born  In  Berlin,  Germany,  November  18,  1857  and  is  believed  to  have  been  brought 
to  this  country  by  his  parents  when  he  was  one  year  old.  He  died  in  Marion, 
Ind.,  June  5,  1923#  and  was  buried  in  the  1.0.01.  Cem.  in  that  city.  Some 
sources  indicate  that  his  middle  name  was  "Ludwig"  probably  the  German  version 
of  "Louis." 

He  married  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  Oct.  15,  1896,  Fannie  A.  Sprankle,  daughter 
of  Wm.  H.  and  Celest  Sprankle.  J.  F.  Hartman,  pastor  of  the  Second  Lutheran 
Church  officiated  at  the  wedding.  Fannie  was  born  in  Tyrone,  Pa.,  June  17, 
1869,  and  died  in  Marion,  Ind.,  May  20,  1912,  where  she  was  buried  in  the 
I.O.O.F.  Cem. 

Paul  was  fond  of  athletics  and  was  an  advocate  of  fresh  air  and  exercise. 

I 

He  was  very  patriotic  and  appreciated  his  American  citizenship.  He  enlisted 
as  an  Indian  volunteer,  Aug.  20,  1883,  in  Company  A,  7th  Reg.,  U-S.  Infantry, 
and  his  certificate  of  disability  was  issued  April  26,  1884,  at  Fort  Laramie. 

In  later  years  he  was  given  a  pension  for  his  service  in  the  U.S.  army.  Paul 
was  a  religious  man  and  tried  to  instill  in  his  children  the  Golden  Rule  and 
a  sense  of  right  from  wrong.  His  genial,  friendly  personality  was  an  out¬ 
standing  attribute.  He  studied  for  the  Episcopal  ministry  at  one  time  He 
was  confirmed  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  St.  John's  Chapel,  in  Niles,  Mich,  on 
Mar.  24,  1872;  was  baptized  in  St.  Augustine's  Chapel,  Sewanee,  Tenn.  by 
Rev.  Wm.  Klein  on  Jun.  5,  1880.  He  met  the  girl  who  was  to  become  his  first 
wife  in  Williamsburg,  Pa.  where  he  worked  in  the  local  paper  mill.  Soon 
thereafter  they  moved  to  Marion,  Ind.  where  their  children  were  born  and 
raised.  There  was  no  Lutheran  church  in  Marion  at  the  time  so  he  joined  the 
Episcopal  Church  as  did  his  children  later. 
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For  a  few  years  after  his  marriage  he  worked  with  his  brothers  in  a 
paper  mill  in  Chicago  from  which  he  commuted  to  Marion.  His  infrequent  trips 
back  to  Marion  were  bright  spots  in  the  lives  of  his  children.  Upon  arrival 
he  would  distribute  pennies  from  his  "sock  bank"  which  he  had  saved  since  his 
previous  visit.  They  looked  forward  to  his  visits  at  home  and  always  hated  to 
see  him  leave  again.  In  later  years  he  returned  to  Marion  whvra  he  worked  for 
his  brothers  in  their  foundry.  He  married  for  the  second  tine,  late  in  life, 
but  nothing  is  known  of  his  second  wife  except  that  her  given  name  was  Lina 
and  that  she  was  born  in  Mannheim,  Germany.  There  were  no  children  by  the 
second  marriage . 


Issue  (all  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,): 

7*  i  David  Frederick,  b.  Aug.  3,  1897* 

ii  Nellie,  b.  May  14,  lf$9;  m.  Bernard  B.  Hines,  Oct.  1925, 
in  Marion,  Ind.;  resides  (1955)  ^205  So.  Harmon  St., 

Marion,  Ind.;  one  child,  a  daughter,  died  at  birth. 

8.  iii  Mary  Celest,  b.  June  12,  1901. 

9-  iv  Clara,  b.  Jan.  20,  1903. 

v  Robert  K.,  b.  and  d.  Aug.  22,  1906;  buried  I.O-O-F.  Cem., 
Marion,  Ind. 

vi  Ella  C.,  b.  Sept.  11,  1909;  d.  Sept.  23,  1909;  buried  I.O.O.F. 
Cera.,  Marion,  Ind. 


GENERATION  THREE 


4.  AMEL  JOSEPH  FREDERICK  (Karl^,  Johan^),  son  of  Karl  and  Theresa  (Gould) 
Bahr,  was  born  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  Mar.  27,  1864;  he  died  in  Marion,  Ind., 

Mar.  29,  1941,  and  was  buried  in  the  I.O.O.F.  Cem.  in  that  city. 

He  married  in  Eau  Clair,  Mich.,  Jan.  3,  l88l,  Mary  Eelle  Crandall, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Maxim)  Crandall.  She  was  born  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mich.,  Feb.  7,  1866;  died  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  3,  1955;  and  was  buried 
in  the  I.O.O.F.  Cem.,  Marion,  Ind.  Upon  birth  her  godfather,  Captain  John  H. 

Lee  of  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  presented  her  with  a  fine  dress. 

It  was  said  as  a  teen-age  girl,  she  looked  very  much  like  General  Grant's 

daughter,  Nellie  Grant,  and  was  pronounced  the  "flower  of  the  flock."  Her 

✓ 

first  five  years  were  spent  in  the  farm  home  of  her  parents,  on  the  banks  of 
Lake  Michigan  about  2  l/2  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph.  In  her  old  age  she  still 
remembered  the  old  brass  rooster  on  the  big  red  barn  always  whirling  trying  to 
keep  face  to  the  wind,  the  wind  howling,  the  mad  waves  splashing,  and  the 
house  rocking.  At  the  age  of  five  years  her  parents  moved  to  the  southwestern 
part  of  Eerrien  County  near  Buchanan,  Mich,  where  she  attended  the  Coventry 
and  Wagoner  schools. 

Other  than  her  family,  her  chief  interest  in  life  was  the  welfare  of  the 
Home  Park  Methodist  Church  in  Marion.  For  20  years,  after  its  founding  in  1905, 
she  took  an  active  part  in  its  activities.  After  that,  due  to  illness,  she 
was  content  to  watch  its  growth  from  afar,  lending  her  support  with  financial 
assistance. 

•  a* 

She  is  a  descendant  of  Elder  John  Crandall,  a  Baptist  minister,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  England  in  1634.  (A  797-page  genealogy  of  the  Crandall 
family  "The  Descendants  of  Elder  John  Crandall"  was  published  in  1949-  The 
purchase  price  of  the  book  is  $25-00  and  may  be  secured  from  its  compiler, 

John  C.  Crandall,  New  Woodstock,  N  Y.).  Although  married  at  an  early  age 
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(he  16  and  she  14),  the  union  of  Amel  and  Mary  Belle  proved  to  he  an  enduring 
one  (lasting  60  years),  ending  in  Ariel's  death  in  19^1.  At  the  time  of  their 
marriage  Amel  was  a  screen  tender  for  the  Michigan  Wood  Pulp  Co.  in  Niles  work¬ 
ing  for  a  wage  of  $1.00  per  day.  Despite  the  arrival  of  four  children  in  the 
ensuing  ten  years  they  were  able  to  save  enough  money  to  build  and  furnish  a 
four-room  house  which  was  located  on  Sycamore  St.  between  11th  and  12th  Streets. 
In  Apr.  1892,  during  the  first  World's  Fair  which  was  in  progress  in  Chicago, 
Amel  and  Mary  Belle  with  their  three  children  (one  child  died  in  infancy)  moved 
to  Marion,  Ind.  where  Amel  had  secured  a  position  as  foreman  and  millwright  for 
the  Indiana  Pulp  and  Paper  Co.  In  addition  to  having  charge  of  the  Company's 
machinery  and  buildings  it  was  Amel's  job  to  find  sources  of  gas  for  burning 
in  the  Company's  boilers.  About  that  time  natural  gas  was  discovered  in  Grant 
County  (Marion,  county  seat)  and  the  supply  was  supposed  to  be  inexhaustible. 

Due  to  its  wasteful  use  and  the  fact  that  the  supply  was  limited,  the  gas  was 
exhausted  in  a  few  years. 

After  living  in  Marion  a  few  years,  Amel  accepted  a  position  in  a  paper 
mill  in  Chicago  where  he  worked  for  eight  years  commuting  to  and  from  Marion 
at  infrequent  intervals  to  visit  his  family.  By  scrupulous  economy  in  those 
years,  he  with  the  help  of  his  wife,  and  equal  help  from  his  brothers  Otto  and 
William,  was  able  to  save  the  money  which  laid  the  foundation  for  the  Bahr 
Brothers  Manufacturing  Company.  In  later  years  he  loved  to  tell  of  the  tramp 
who  accosted  him  on  the  steps  of  the  Chicago  Post  Office  and  offered  to  share 
a  sandwich  with  him.  The  tramp  had  mistaken  him  for  a  fellow  tramp  because  of 
the  old  work  clothes  he  habitually  wore.  Even  later,  in  affluent  times,  he 
preferred  to  go  about  in  work  clothes.  Ostentatiousness  in  any  form  was  re¬ 
pugnant  to  him. 

He  cared  nothing  for  clubs  or  organizations  or  outside  activities  of  any 

nature.  His  family  and  work  comprised  his  life.  He  practiced  thrift  to  an 

unusual  degree,  which  attribute  he  was  able  to  instill  in  his  children  and 
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grandchildren.  In  later  years,  for  several  concurrent  Christmases  he  pre¬ 
sented  each  of  his  five  children  with  a  large  cash  Christmas  present. 

His  grandchildren  loved  to  go  down  to  the  foundry  (The  Bahr  Brothers 
Manufacturing  Company)  to  see  "grandpa."  At  a  minutes  notice  he  would  have  a 
project  underway  for  them  to  make  -  a  birdhouse,  a  chair,  a  bookcase,  etc. 
Although  he  would  do  most  of  the  work  himself,  he  would  pretend  that  the  grand¬ 
children  had  done  it  all  themselves.  Upon  arriving  home  in  the  evening,  some¬ 
times,  the  grandchildren  could  prevail  upon  him  to  play  the  accordion.  They 
never  suspected  that  he,  as  an  accordionist,  was  a  rather  poor  performer. 

His  large  white  frame  house  situated  on -an  expansive  plot  of  ground  shaded 
with  buckeye  trees,  at  the  corner  of  30th  Street  and  Lincoln  Boulevard,  where 
his  family  lived  for  many  years  (now  the  home  of  son  Charles),  was  the  gathering 
place  for  the  Bahr  clan.  In  cherry  picking  time  his  orchard  of  100  or  more 
trees  was  a  bee  hive  of  activity  -  with  the  neighbors  coming  in  from  far  and 
near  to  pick  on  shares  and  the  women  folk  busily  engaged  in  canning  the  cherrier 

About  1900,  before  the  cherry  trees  were  large  enough  to  bear,  Amel  and 
his  brother  Will  with  the  financial  assistance  of  Frank  Alward,  a  Fir.  Simmons, 
and  John  Wentzel,  drilled  and  struck  oil  in  one  corner  of  the  orchard.  After 
operating  the  well  for  a  short  time  they  sold  the  oil  rights  to  the  Beher's 
Oil  Co.  This  company  continued  to  operate  the  well  until  it  became  exhausted. 

As  the  land  owner  Amel  received  one-eighth  royalty  over  and  above  his  regular 
share  of  the  partnership's  profits.  The  present  home  of  Amel's  grandson  Carl 
is  situated  very  close  to  the  location  of  the  old  oil  well. 

Through  his  experience  in  paper  mills  in  Niles  and  Marion,  Amel  was  well 
aware  of  the  deficiencies  of  some  parts  of  the  equipment  used  in  the  refining 
of  paper  pulp.  One  of  the  machines,  the  beater,  had  two  sets  of  metal-wood 
bars,  one  fastened  to  a  drum  and  the  other  to  a  bedplate  directly  underneath 
the  drum.  The  purpose  of  this  equipment  was  to  fray  the  tiny  fibers  of  the 
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pulp  so  that  vhen  matted  they  would  cling  to  one  another.  The  final  refining 
step  was  to  pass  the  pulp  through  an  engine  known  as  the  Jordan,  a  cone-shaped 
machine  with  knives  that  cut  the  fibers  to  proper  length.  The  cutting  parts  of 
these  two  pieces  of  equipment,  consisting  of  very  heavy  castings  with  metal-wood 
knives,  soon  wore  out  because  of  the  wooden  parts.  Amel  and  his  brothers  were 
able  to  develop  and  manufacture  all-metal  castings  for  this  purpose,  for  which 
patents  were  soon  secured.  The  first  castings  were  made  in  the  foundry  of  the 
Marion  Malleable  Iron  Company.  Soon  thereafter,  in  1913#  Amel  together  with 
his  younger  brothers,  Otto  and  Will,  started  their  own  foundry.  The  following 
account  of  the  firm  they  founded  is  quoted  from  the  April  2,  1925  issue  of  the 
Marion  Leader -Tribune: 


"MARION  PLANT  GROWING  FAST 
Bahr  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company 
History  Reads  Like  Romance 
ONS  ENGINE  GREAT  AID 

President,  Not  Content  to  Sit  Behind  Desk, 
But  Gets  Into  Heavy  Work 


Among  the  factories  located  in  South  Marion  is  one  that  has 
enjoyed  an  exceptional  growth  and  has  greatly  added  to  the 
appearance  of  South  Marion.  This  company  is  the  Eahr  Bros. 
Manufacturing  Company,  located  on  South  Lincoln  Boulevard. 

The  Bahr  Bros,  company  is  the  exclusive  manufacturer  of  the 
all  metal  Jordan  Refining  Engine  and  is  widely  recognized  as 
the  producer  of  very  fine  equipment  by  the  leading  paper  manu¬ 
facturers,  both  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 

The  product  of  the  3ahr  Bros,  company  was  invented  by  Joseph 
Jordan,  a  laborer  who  was  employed  in  a  paper  mill  at  Burnside, 
Conn.  He  later  became  a  tender.  While  so  employed  he  saw  the 
impossibility  of  making  a  smooth  sheet  of  paper  with  the  equip¬ 
ment  at  hand,  namely,  the  beating  machine. 


Mr.  Jordan  conceived  the  idea  of  the  refining  engine.  This  was 
constructed  in  the  factories  of  the  Smith-Winchester  company  of 
South  Windham,  Conn.  The  machine  was  constructed  of  alternate 
sections  of  steel  and  wood,  and  patented  on  May  18,  1658.  This 
machine  stood  the  wear  and  tear  of  factory  usage  until  new  methods 
were  brought  into  use  and  production  reached  the  terrific  pace  of 
today. 


Long  Acquaintance 


The  three  Bahr  brothers  who  now  own  and  operate  the  South  Marion 
factory  were  first  introduced  to  the  Jordan  engine  when  as  boys 
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they  were  employed  as  screen  tenders  in  a  paper  mill  at  Niles, 
Mich.,  their  former  home.  The  Michigan  Central  railroad  lines 
built  their  yards  there  soon  after  and  the  town  doubled  its 
population  overnight.  Production  was  speeded  up  and  they  were 
put  in  charge  of  one  of  the  old  type  Jordan  engines.  The  terrific 
pace  set  by  the  increasing  business  soon  told  on  the  flimsy  con¬ 
struction  and  the  machine  was  subjected  to  numerous  breakdowns . 

The  boys  fearing  the  management  would  find  them  at  fault  devised 
a  plan  that  was  destined  to  result  in  a  new  factory  for  South 
Marion.  Knowing  that  wood  sections  were  the  weak  points  in  the 
machine,  these  were  done  away  with  and  plans  made  for  an  all 
metal  engine.  These  plans  were  submitted  and  the  new  idea  in¬ 
stalled.  The  success  of  the  thing  was  instantaneous  and  proved 
a  wonderful  asset  to  fast  production. 

V 

Granted  a  Patent 

Realizing  the  importance  of  the  discovery,  the  local  manufacturers 
applied  for  a  patent  which  was  granted.  In  course  of  time  the 
company  of  the  three  brothers  was  brought  to  Marion  and  occupied 
the  old  gas  plant  which  faced  the  river  on  Eleventh  Street.  This 
was  in  the  year  1909  (1913*  Ed.)  -  the  factory  outgrew  its 
quarters  in  a  short  time  and  plans  were  made  to  build  on  the 
present  location,  which  was  done  in  191*+  (1916,  Ed.).  The 
company,  while  located  at  the  former  stand,  produced  the  first 
special  metal  Jordan  refining  engine  in  the  world  and  are  still 
making  the  same  machine.  Recent  years  have  seen  many  marked 
improvements  in  the  concern  among  which  is  the  addition  of  a 
new  office  building  surrounded  by  a  miniature  park. 

Meetings  were  held  around  a  nail  keg  which  served  the  purpose 
of  an  administrative  office  in  the  early  years  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  many  other  odd  but  equally  as  efficient  methods  were  em¬ 
ployed  which  gave  the  factory  recognition  as  to  how  fortitude 
and  perseverance  linked  together  with  an  earnest  desire  to  pro¬ 
duce  something  better  finally  result  in  success. 

The  company  at  present  is  doing  a  fine  business  and  has  many 
foreign  accounts.  The  product  of  this  concern  is  used  by  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  leading  paper  manufacturers  in  the  world, 
reaching  from  Maine  to  California,  Canada,  England,  France,  Cuba, 
the  Hawaiian  island,  New  Zealand  and  Australia.  The  factory  has 
its  own  water  system,  water  being  drawn  from  a  deep  well  by  the 
use  of  an  electric  pump,  giving  ample  protection  against  fire 
and  supplying  other  needs .  A  little  out  of  the  ordinary  for  the 
average  president  of  a  factory  is  A.  F.  Eahr,  who  is  not  content 
to  sit  behind  a  desk,  but  insists  upon  working  in  the  shop  as  an 
ordinary  workman.  The  general  manager  and  vice-president  of  the 
concern  is  0.  B.  Bahr,  secretary  and  treasurer,  W.  F.  Bahr. 
(Actually  0.  B.  Bahr  was  general  manager  and  secretary  and  W.  F. 
Bahr  was  treasurer,  Ed.). 

The  men  who  are  employed  at  the  factory  are  all  excellent  workmen, 
having  been  with  the  concern  for  many  years.  The  Bahr  Bros, 
company  was  one  of  the  few  that  made  no  wage  cut  at  the  close  of 
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the  war,  nor  have  not  closed  down  completely  or  partially 
since  that  time.  During  the  war  an  account  is  given  of  a 
Fulton,  New  York,  paper  manufacturer  who  needing  a  new  engine 
and  not  having  facilities  of  shipping  by  rail,  which  war  limit¬ 
ations  restricted  as  too  heavy,  sent  his  own  truck  to  the  South 
Marion  plant  to  get  the  new  machine  which  was  loaded  in  the 
company's  yards. 

A  banquet  is  held  in  the  offices  of  the  company  one  night 
each  month,  the  workmen  and  superintendents  being  the  only 
ones  allowed  to  attend.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  not 
allowed  admission  (actually  they  did  attend  -  in  an  unofficial 
capacity,  Ed.).  The  programs  offered  are  of  quite  a  variety, 
music,  radio  concerts,  singing,  speaking  and  constructive 
factory  talks  are  a  few  of  the  recent  entertainments." 


In  1928  the  three  brothers,  Amel's  son  Charles,  and  Otto's  son  Samuel 
purchased  the  Hart  Paper  Company  plant  at  Albany,  Ind.  which  they  operated 
for  a  number  of  years  and  later  sold.  The  first  high-speed  disc  refiners 
now  commonly  used  in  the  paper  industry,  an  invention  of  Amel's,  were  first 
demonstrated  and  sold  at  this  plant. 

Since  the  death  of  Amel  in  19^1  and  Otto  in  19^5  the  management  of  the 
Bahr  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  youngest 
brother  William;  Charles,  son  of  Amel;  and  Samuel,  son  of  Otto. 


Issue: 

10.  i  Anna  Thressa,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Mar.  21,  1882;  d.  in 

Marion,  Ind.,  Dec.  12,  1953;  buried  in  I.O.O.F.  Cem., 
Marion,  Ind. 

11.  ii  Charles  Amel,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Jan.  l6,  1886. 

12.  iii  Maggie  Belle,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  July  7,  1888. 

iv  Mary  Eelle,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Dec.  7,  189O;  d.  Dec.  25, 
l890;  buried  in  Silver  Brook  Cem.,  Niles,  Mich. 

13*  v  Nettie  Gertrude,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  3>  1897. 

Ik.  vi  Martha  Elnora,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  7,  1900. 
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GENERATION  THREE 


5.  OTTO  B.  (Karl^,  Johan^),  son  of  Karl  and  Therese  (Gould)  Bahr,  vas 
born  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Dec.  5>  1866;  died  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Dec.  2 6,  19^5  and 
vas  buried  in  the  X.O.O.F.  Cem.  in  that  city. 

He  married  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Feb.  17,  1887,  Emma  Laura  Stroup,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Wesley  and  Elizabeth  (Wertz)  Stroup.  The  marriage  vas  performed  by 
Rev.  R.  Wharton  at  the  Presbyterian  parsonage  in  Nile6,  Mich.  She  vas  born 
in  a  community  near  Niles,  Mich,  knovn  as  Portage  Prairie,  June  23,  1870; 
died  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Feb.  6,  1920  and  vas  buried  in  that  city.  In  May  1920 
at  Niles,  Mich.,  Otto  married  Katherine  (Goodling)  Stroup,  the  vidov  of  Emma's 
brother  William  Henry  Stroup.  They  vere  divorced  in  1922  after  vhich  she 
married  a  Mr.  Horner.  Katherine  vas  born  in  1866  in  Pa.  and  had  one  son  by 
her  first  marriage  -  LeRoy  Goodling  Stroup. 

On  April  17,  1924  Otto  married  Urania  Florence  Richards,  daughter  of 
Perry  Curtis  and  Emma  Esther  (Wiley)  Richards.  The  marriage  vas  performed  by 
Rev.  Asay  in  Middletovn,  Ind.  Rev.  Asay  vas  their  former  pastor  at  the  Grace 
Methodist  Church  in  Marion,  Ind.  She  vas  born  in  Nankin,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio, 
Feb.  17,  1891  and  resides  (1955)  in  Marion,  Ind. 

Otto  had  five  children  by  his  first  marriage,  none  by  his  second  and 
third.  It  is  believed  that  his  middle  initial  "B"  stood  for  "Balthasar," 
named  after  a  merchant  of  that  name  (Balthasar  Mack),  an  old  family  friend, 
in  the  back  of  vhose  store  in  Niles,  Mich.  Otto’s  father  folloved  his  shoe 
making  trade. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Otto  vas  a  screen  tender  for  the  Michigan 
Wood  Pulp  Co.  in  Niles.  This  plant,  vhich  vas  managed  by  Scott  Millard,  later 
became  the  French  Paper  Co.  In  1892  he,  together  vith  his  vife,  daughter 
Florence,  and  son  Samuel,  moved  to  Marion,  Ind.  vhere  he  secured  vork  in  the 
Indiana  Pulp  and  Paper  Co.  Later  he  vas  one  of  the  first  operators  of  the 
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Keller  Meade  Electric  Light  plant*  His  next  position  was  with  the  Halliday 
Bicycle  Company,  and  later,  he  was  associated  with  the  National  Sweeper 
Company.  For  a  short  time  he  was  also  a  machinist  for  the  U.S.  Glass  Company 
in  nearby  Gas  City,  Ind. 

In  1908  he,  together  with  his  brothers  Amel  and  Will,  founded  the  Bahr 
Brothers  Manufacturing  Company  (see  page  10),  for  which  he  served  as  general 
manager  and  secretary  until  his  death  in  1945. 

Like  his  father  Otto  was  a  good  singer.  His  interest  in  6inging  groups 
prompted  him  to  form  a  small  choir,  the  singers  for  which  he  secured  from  the 
student  body  at  Marion  College.  For  several  years  this  group,  known  as  the 
Little  Pilgrim  Choir,  sang  before  audiences  in  many  churches  in  Marion  and 
nearby  towns.  Although  they  sang  without  renumeration  Otto  paid  the  students 
out  of  his  own  pocket  to  help  finance  their  schooling. 

He  was  a  generous  contributor  to  church  and  charity  organizations  and 
was  the  first  donor  of  a  thermostatically  controlled  incubator  to  the  Marion 
General  Hospital.  He  was  a  member  of  the  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  and  the 
Marion  Masonic  Lodge. 

"His  cheery  smile  we  miss  so  much, 

His  loving  care,  his  kindly  touch, 

The  fond  memories,  of  him  in  song, 

Lingers  with  us  all  day  long." 

(in  memoriam  poem  printed  in  Marion  newspaper  on  the  5th  anniversary  of 
Otto’s  death.) 

Issue: 

i  Florence  Emma,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Nov.  29,  1837;  m.  in  St.  Paul's 
Catholic  Church,  Marion,  Ind.,  Nov.  23,  1910  to  Charles  David 
Andrew  Stoll,  b.  in  Rochester,  N.Y.,  June  23,  1887,  d.  at  South 
Bend,  Ind.  hospital,  May  15,  1943,  buried  in  Niles,  Mich.;  she 
resides  in  Marion,  Ind.,  (1955)*  No  issue.  Charles  was  the  son 
of  Matthew  and  Hedwig  or  Harriet  (Leitelt)  Stoll. 
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ii  Willie  Reuben,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Mar.  17,  1890;  d.  in  Niles, 

Mich.,  Aug.  5,  1890;  buried  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Silver  Brook  Cemetery. 

iii  Samuel  Wesley,  b.  in  Niles,  Mich.,  May  20,  1891;  m.  in  Sedalia,  Mo., 

*■  - 

Feb.  2k,  1923,  Golda  "Goldie"  (Poulson)  Bragg,  dau.  of  Cornelius 
and  Candace  Remina  (Cleuster)  Poulson;  resides,  2723  S.  Washington 
St.,  Marion,  Ind.  (1955) •  She  was  born  near  Converse,  Howard  County, 
Ind.,  Aug.  15,  1892;  previously  married  to  a  Mr.  Bragg.  One  child 
(Raymond  Bragg)  by  previous  marriage.  Samuel  worked  for  the  Chicago 
Coated  Board  Co.  in  Chicago  from  1906  until  Feb.  1908. 

iv  Hazel  Marion,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Oct.  9,  1893,  in  Marion,  Ind., 
May  5,  1933,  Frank  Andrew  Eehers,  son  of  Albert  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Gang)  Beher6.  He  was  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  1,  1898;  residence, 
379  S.  Batavia,  Orange,  Calif.  (1955)*  Unnamed  still-born  daughter 
born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Nov.  30,  1935*  Buried  in  Bahr  family  plot. 

v  Carl  William,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Dec.  22,  1896;  d.  in  Marion,  Ind., 
Dec.  6,  1898.  Buried  in  Marion,  Ind.  in  a  grave  separate  from  the 
family  plot. 

Note:  A  more  comprehensive  biography  of  Otto  Bahr, 
written  by  his  daughter  Hazel  Marion  Behers,  is 
included  in  the  appendix. 
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PAUL  LOUIS  BAHR 
(1857-1923) 


AMEL  FREDERICK  BAHR 
(1864-1941) 


OTTO  B.  BAHR 
(1866-1945) 


WILLIAM  FREDERICK  BAHR 
(1872-  ) 
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GENERATION  THREE 


6.  WILLIAM  FREDERICK  KARL,  (Karl2,  Johan1),  son  of  Karl  and  Therese 

-  !'  -  *  *  *<  * 

(Gould)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Oct.  25,  1872.  He  was  baptized  in  the 
St.  John's  Evangelical  Church  in  Niles  by  Rev.  Ph.  Werheim. 

He  married  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Marion,  Ind.,  June  30,  1908, 
Nora  Ellen  Wilhelm,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  Mary  Wilhelm.  She  was  born  in 
Huntington  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  13,  1879,  and  died  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Feb.  1,  1942. 
Burial  was  in  the  I.O.O.F.  Cem.  in  that  city.  Nora  had  six  sisters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  adulthood,  with  only  two  marrying.  William  resides  at  2118  S. 

Boots  St.,  Marion,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Although  his  given  name  is  "William"  he  has  always  been  known  and  addressed 
as  "Will."  Like  his  brothers  his  first  work  was  that  of  a  screen  tender  for  the 
Michigan  Wood  Pulp  Co.  in  Niles,  Mich.  At  the  age  of  19,  in  April  1892,  he 
accompanied  his  brother  Amel  and  family  in  a  move  to  Marion,  Ind.  where  he  and 
Amel  secured  work  in  the  Indiana  Pulp  and  Paper  Co.  Soon  thereafter  he  also 
worked  as  a  machinist  for  the  U.S.  Glass  Company  in  Gas  City,  Ind. 

In  1908  he,  together  with  his  brothers  Amel  and  Otto,  founded  the  Bahr 
Brothers  Manufacturing  Company  (see  page  10),  for  which  he  served  as  treasurer 
until  their  death.  Since  Otto's  death  in  1945  the  entire  mr.ragement  of  the 
Company  has  been  handled  by  Will  with  the  assistance  of  his  nephews,  Charles 
and  Samuel  Bahr. 

Throughout  his  life  Will  has  been  handicapped  by  poor  hearing  which  has 
gradually  worsened  with  age.  Although  he  is  able  to  understand  close  assoc¬ 
iates,  with  the  aid  of  lip  reading,  others  have  considerable  difficulty  con¬ 
versing  with  him.  Remarkably  enough  his  wife  and  daughter,  when  they  were 
alive,  could  converse  with  him,  easily,  in  their  normal  soft  voices. 

Will  has  been  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Marion  for  45 
years.  In  1952  he  presented  the  church  with  a  new  electric  action  to  operate 
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the  church  chimes  as  a  continuing  memorial  to  his  wife  and  to  his  daughter, 
Miriam  Bahr  Robertson.  He  also  presented  the  original  electric  action  to  the 
church  in  1938*  The  chimes  consisting  of  11  bells,  the  largest  of  which  weighs 
a  ton,  were  installed  in  1910  and  were  operated  by  hand  action  until  1938. 

Many  photographs  of  distant  relatives  and  family  friends  of  the  1900  - 
1910  period,  still  in  existence  in  family  albums,  are  the  work  of  Will.  During 
this  decade  he  was  an  amateur  photographer  -  followed  the  hobby  with  enthusiasm 
and  fervor  and  developed  his  own  negatives.  These  distant  relatives  and  family 
friends,  who  might  otherwise  be  forgotten,  will  always  be  remembered  because  of 
Will’s  pictorial  records. 

Not  having  the  benefit  of  a  high  school  education,  he  secured  it  in 
effect  by  studying,  at  home,  the  same  courses  his  daughter  took  while  attending 
Marion  High  School.  He  accomplished  this  by  studying  the  same  textbooks  - 
purchasing  two  sets  -  one  for  her  and  one  for  himself. 

In  the  summer  of  1930,  at  the  close  of  her  first  year  at  Western  College, 
Oxford,  Ohio,  Miriam  toured  Europe  with  her  college  associates.  She  wrote  a 
series  of  letters  home,  describing  in  detail  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
people  in  the  several  countries  she  visited.  They  were  of  such  interest  that 
Will  had  them  printed  into  a  book  "Letters  from  Miriam"  after  her  death  in  1938. 

After  graduation  from  college,  Miriam  secured  a  position  as  a  social 
worker  for  the  city  of  Cincinnati  -  continuing  in  this  work  after  her  marriage 
to  Caldwell  P.  Robertson  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.  The  promising  marriage  was  of 
short  duration,  lasting  only  three  months,  terminating  in  her  untimely  death. 

She  passed  away  as  a  result  of  an  infected  hangnail,  which  in  a  few  hours  caused 
a  blood  clot. 

The  "Parents'  Parlor"  in  a  newly  constructed  residence  hall  at  Western 
College,  paid  for  by  him,  was  dedicated  in  memory  of  Miriam  on  Nov.  4,  1947* 
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Issue : 


i  Miriam  Ellen,  b.  Jan.  19,  1911#  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

Jan.  10,  1938;  m.  in  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Marion,  Ind., 
Oct.  16,  1937  to  Caldwell  Phillips  Robertson;  buried  in  I.O.O.F. 
Cem.,  Marion,  Ind.  Caldwell  m.  (2)  Priscilla  Miner  Tinker, 

Feb.  6,  19^2,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  of  which  union  one  child 
(Gail)  was  born.  Caldwell  was  born  April  27#  1909*  Res. 
Clearwater,  Fla.  (1955)* 


GENERATION  FOUR 
3  2  1 

7*  DAVID  FREDERICK  (Paul  ,  Karl  ,  Johan  ),  son  of  Paul  Louis  and  Fannie 
A.  (Sprankle)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Aug.  3#  1897*  He  m.  (l)  Mary 
Leona  Wardwell,  divorced  about  193^  or  1937;  m.  (2)  Ida  (Murphy)  Slusser  about 
19^3,  divorced  a  short  time  later  (she  is  now  deceased);  and  m.  (3)  May  2, 
19^6,  Florence  (Albright)  Gordon,  dau.  of  John  B.  and  Victoria  Jane  Gordon. 

She  was  born  Dec.  19,  1897.  David  is  a  tax  accountant  and  is  known  and 
addressed  by  his  second  given  name  "Fred."  He  and  Florence  reside  (1955)  at 
321  E.  5th  St.,  Marion,  Ind. 

Issue: 

15*  i  Paul  Frederick  (Max  Doyle  Collins),  b.  in  Marion,  Ind., 

Jan.  27,  1921;  reared  from  the  age  of  8  days  by  Fred  and 
his  first  wife  and  legally  adopted  by  Fred  about  19^1* 
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8.  MARY  CELEST  (Paul^,  Karl^,  Johan^),  daughter  of  Paul  Louis  and  Fannie 
A.  (Sprankle)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind. ,  June  12,  1901. 

She  married  in  Wawasee,  Ind.,  June  l8,  1925,  Pari  Curtis  Jones,  son  of 

Wm.  Henry  and  Rosa  Bell  (Mcquire)  Jones.  Paul  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  May 
12,  1901.  He  is  president  of  the  Cummins  Chicago  Coip . ,  Chicago,  Ill.,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  business  machines  and  portable  electric  tools  and  is  also  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Security  Co.  of  Indiana  whose  home  office  is  in  Marion, 
Ind.  with  branches  in  lU  Indiana  cities.  Two  of  the  branches,  in  Columbus  and 
Peru,  are  known  as  the  Hoosier  Finance  Co.  Residence,  1116  Locust  Rd., 
Wilmette,  Ill.  (1955). 

Issue: 

16.  i  John  Elsworth,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  15,  1927* 

17.  ii  Mary  Ann,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Dec.  14,  1929. 

iii  Claranel,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  May  2h ,  1933;  unmarried;  senior 
at  Northwestern  University  (195*0  and  president  of  Pi  Eeta  Phi 
sorority. 

9*  CLARA  (Paul^,  Karl^,  Johan^),  daughter  of  Paul  Louis  and  Fannie  A. 
(Sprankle)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Jan.  20,  1903. 

She  married  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Aug.  15,  1928,  Chris  E.  Gerard,  son  of 
Adolph  Melzer  and  Clara  Lee  (Lindenburg)  Gerard.  He  was  born  in  Evansville, 
Ind.,  June  5,  1903*  Residence,  2 l6  Murphy  Ave. ,  Steubenville,  Ohio.  (1955)* 

Issue: 

i  Stephen,  b.  in  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  8,  1939* 
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10.  ANNA  THBESSA  (Arael^,  Karl^,  Johan1),  daughter  of  Amal  Joseph 
Frederick  and  Ma3.-y  Belle  (Crandall)  Eahr,  -was  born  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Mar.  21, 

1882;  she  died  in  Marion,  Xnd.,  Dec.  12,  1953*  and  was  buried  in  the  I.O.O.F. 

Cem.  in  that  city. 

She  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  2,  1902,  Alvin  Estel  Sausaman,  son  of 
William  and  Celina  Angelina  (Clark)  Sausaman.  He  was  born  June  12,  1879*  on  a 
farm  near  Gilead,  Ind.  Residence,  3526  South  Felton  St.,  Marion,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Anna  was  a  good  student  in  school,  attended  grade  school  in  Niles  and  the 
Mississinewa  Grade  School  in  Marion,  and  was  one  of  the  first  graduates  from 
the  old  Marion  High  School  (now  demolished)  on  West  Third  Street.  She  attended 
Marion  Business  College  for  a  seven  month  term  beginning  Sept.  5*  1898*  After 
completing  courses  in  business  and  shorthand  she  secured  a  position  as  steno¬ 
grapher  for  the  Nussbaum  Iron  Bedstead  Co. 

Like  her  mother  her  interests  were  few.  The  welfare  of  her  family  and 
the  affairs  of  the  Home  Park  Methodist  Church  in  Marion  (and  the  affairs  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Elwood,  Ind.  from  1909  to  1921)  encompassed 
her  life.  Other  than  that  her  chief  interest  was  church  music.  Nothing 
enthralled  her  so  much  as  a  new  hymn  book.  Perusing  its  pages  and  playing 
snatches  of  the  hymns  on  the  piano  was  a  great  joy  to  her.  Over  the  years, 
by  purchase  and  gift,  she  was  able  to  acquire  a  sizeable  collection  of  books 
on  sacred  music.  Her  collections  also  included  a  few  anthologies  of  folk 
songs,  and  popular  music  and  scrap  books  and  publications  of  stories  behind 
famous  hymns. 

A  few  months  after  her  death  in  1953*  her  son  presented  the  collection 
together  with  a  bookcase  for  housing  it,  to  the  Home  Park  Methodist  Church  as 
a  memorial  to  her.  A  bronze  nameplate  reading  "ANNA  BAER  SAUSAMAN  HYMN  LIBRARY", 
a  special  set  of  bookplates  for  insertion  in  each  book,  and  an  index  file  were 
also  presented  to  the  church. 
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Anna  had  a  retiring  nature,  never  seeking  the  limelight,  preferred  to 
remain  in  the  background,  and  refrained  from  meeting  people.  She  loved  to 
read  novels  and  romances.  Yet  she  would  never  go  to  the  library  to  get  them. 
Withdrawals  had  to  be  made  by  her  husband  and  son.  She  found  shopping  dis¬ 
tasteful.  Provisions  for  the  home  and  even  most  of  her  wearing  apparel  had  to 
be  purchased  by  her  husband.  In  her  younger  days  she  loved  to  sew  and  espec¬ 
ially  liked  to  crochet.  Poetry,  and  especially  the  homey  verses  of  Eugene 
Field,  James  Whitcomb  Riley,  Edgar  A.  Guest,  and  Barton  Rees  Pogue  were  an 
inspiration  to  her. 

Paradoxically,  considering  the  fact  that  Anna  had  a  retiring  nature  and 
did  not  like  to  meet  new  people,  she  did,  over  the  years,  hold  many  offices  in 
the  Home  Park  Methodist  Church  and  in  church  organizations.  She  served  several 
terms  as  church  treasurer  and  held  various  offices  in  the  Woman's  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  the  Mattie  Cammack  Gibson  chapter  of  the  Woman's  Christian 
Temperance  Union. 

For  a  short  time  after  their  marriage,  Anna's  husband  Alvin  worked  as  a 
lamp  chimney  finisher  in  the  Macbeth-Evans  Glass  Company  in  Marion  and  later 
worked  in  a  paper  mill  in  Chicago.  In  1909  they  moved  to  Elwood,  Ind.  where 
Alvin  worked  for  the  next  12  years  as  a  glass  blower  in  the  Elwood  plant  of  the 
Macbeth-Evans  Glass  Company.  In  January  1922  they,  with  their  three  children, 
moved  back  to  Marion  where  Alvin  worked  for  the  Bahr  Brothers  Manufacturing 
Company  for  a  few  years  after  which  he  went  into  the  grocery  business.  He 
followed  this  business  having  stores  at  three  locations  at  different  times, 
until  his  retirement  in  1935* 

While  in  Elwood,  where  their  children  grew  up,  Anna  and  Alvin  both  took 
an  active  part  in  the  activities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  -  Alvin 
serving  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and  Anna  serving  as  pianist  for  the  Sunday 
School.  Alvin  was  also  Sunday  School  Superintendent  for  the  Home  Fark  Methodist 
Church  in  Marion,  for  several  terms,  both  before  moving  to  Elwood  and  after 
returning  to  Marion.  21 


During  the  first  one  or  two  years  in  Elwood,  because  Anna  did  not  like 
to  stay  alone  at  night  (Alvin  worked  nights  at  that  time),  Anna's  maternal 
grandfather,  Charles  A.  Crandall,  came  to  live  with  them.  While  living  at 
their  home  he  suffered  an  injury  to  one  eye  and  subsequently  had  to  have  it 
removed.  The  injury  was  caused  from  a  flying  piece  of  coal  which  hit  his  eye 
while  he  was  breaking  up  lumps  of  coal  with  an  axe.  Charles  A.  Crandall  died 
in  1913  the  age  of  80. 

The  funeral  service  for  Anna  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Walter  H.  Baumbaugh, 
a  brother-in-law,  assisted  by  Rev.  Edward  Sausaman,  a  nephew,  and  the  Mattie 
Gibson  W.C.T-U. 

Issue: 

18.  i  William  Aroel,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  17,  1906. 

19.  ii  Mary  Belle,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  1,  1908. 

iii  Mildred  Elnora,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  14,  1911. 

m.  (l)  Don  Modlin,  July  3,  1936,  divorced  Jan.  18,  1955*  He 
was  born  in  Marion  or  Warren,  Ind.,  Feb.  18,  1900  and  was 
previously  married.  No  issue  by  either  marriage, 
m.  (2)  Alvin  L.  Morken,  Jan.  24,  1955,  in  Anderson,  Ind. 

He  was  previously  married.  Two  sons  by  first  marriage. 
Residence,  1735?  E.  38th  St.,  Marion,  Ind.  (1955)*  Alvin 
is  the  son  of  Nickoli  Engebrete  and  Sarah  Melinda  (Guberud) 
Morken.  He  was  born  in  Wells  Co.,  North  Dakota,  Feb.  27, 

1907.  Previously  married  to  Martha  Jane  (Mclntire),  by 
whom  he  had  two  children  -  Darrell  Leander,  b.  in  Rockford, 
Ill.,  May  28,  1937  and  Reginald  Ray,  b.  in  Rockford,  Ill., 

Oct.  31,  1933.  The  two  sons  live  with  their  mother  in 
Lebanon,  Ind. 
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11.  CHfutLES  AMEL  (Amel.3,  Karl^,  Johan^),  son  of  Amel  Joseph  Frederick 
and  Mary  Belle  (Crandall)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Niles,  Mich.,  Jan.  1 6,  1886.  He 
attended  grade  school  in  Niles,  Mich,  and  the  Mississinewa  Grade  School  in 
Marion,  Ind. 

He  married  in  Galien,  Mich.,  Aug.  15,  1906,  Sylvia  Viola  Paul,  daughter 
of  James  Monroe  and  Carrie  Lucretia  (Washburn)  Paul.  She  vas  born  in  Galien 
Tvp. ,  Mich.,  Aug.  12,  1888. 

Like  hi6  father  Charles  worked  for  several  years  as  a  foreman  for  the 
Chicago  Coated  Board  Company  (now  the  Container  Corporation  of  America),  420 
N.  Water  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.  He  later  owned  and  operated  a  farm  situated 
near  the  Indiana -Michigan  State  line  about  4  l/2  miles  east  of  Michigan  City, 
Ind.  In  1917  he  returned  to  Marion  to  work  as  a  foreman  for  the  Bahr  Erothers 
Manufacturing  Company.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  until  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  his  father's  brother  Otto,  and  since  then  has  helped  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Company. 

As  a  youth  Charles  was  a  lover  of  horses  and  in  his  teens  owned  several 
fine  trotters  and  carriages.  This  love  was  transferred  to  motor  cars  when  they 
came  into  use.  He  has  been  particularly  partial  to  Studebaker  automobiles  - 
his  first  one  being  a  1913  model.  Other  than  automobiles  his  chief  outside 

1 

interest  has  been  that  of  tinkering  with  radio  and  television. 

His  wife  Sylvia  has  been  a  very  active  worker  in  the  Home  Park  Methodist 
Church  in  Marion  and  has  held  many  offices  in  the  church  and  affiliated  organ¬ 
izations.  Residence,  2906  Lincoln  Blvd.,  Marion,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Issue : 

20.  i  Ruth  Lucile,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  June  17  >  1907- 
ii  Carl  Amel,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Aug.  24,  1912, 


21. 
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12.  MAGGIE  BELLE  (Amel^,  Karl2,  Johan1),  daughter  of  Amel  Joseph  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Mary  Belle  (Crandall)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Niles,  Mich.,  July  7,  1888. 

She  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Sept.  27#  1909#  Walter  Henry  Baumbaugh,  son 
of  Frank  C .  and  Br.ima  (Haas)  Baumbaugh.  Walter's  mother,  Emma  (Haas)  Baumbaugh, 
was  born  on  Aug.  7,  1854  and  died  on  Nov.  20,  19^9  at  the  age  of  95*  He  was 
born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  29#  1885 .  Resides  in  Marion,  1121  East  28th  S:., 
(1955)*  Maggie  attended  Mississinewa  Grade  School. 

From  1905  to  1907  (21  months)  Walter  worked  as  a  Janitor  at  the  Soldiers 
Home  for  Civil  War  veterans  in  Marion.  After  World  War  I  the  few  veterans  that 
were  left  were  transferred  to  the  soldiers  homes  in  Danville,  Ill.  and  Quincy, 
Ill.  and  the  Marion  home  was  converted  into  a  hospital  for  World  War  I  vet¬ 
erans.  Today  both  World  War  I  and  World  War  II  veterans  are  hospitalized 
there . 

After  their  marriage  Walter  worked  as  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Butler  Music 
Co.  in  Marion  for  several  years  after  which  he  attended  Marion  College,  grad¬ 
uating  with  a  degree  in  theology.  He  has  held  pastorates  in  the  following 
churches : 


Roll  Methodist,  Roll,  Ind. - ) 

Asbury  Methodist,  Blackford  Co.,  Ind. . )  1924-1925 

Blackford  Methodist,  Blackford  Co.,  Ind. - ) 

Lincolnville  Methodist,  Lincolnville,  Ind. -  1926  (6  weeks) 

Home  Park  Methodist,  Marion,  Ind. -  1927-1940 

Trinity  Methodist,  Marion,  Ind. - - -  1941-1946 

Griffin  Chapel,  Grant  Co.,  Ind. .  1947-1952 

Home  Park  Methodist,  Marion,  Ind. -  1953“Present 


Since  1937  Walter  in  addition  to  his  pastorate  duties  has  also  served,  on 
a  one-half  time  basis,  as  an  assistant  chaplain  at  the  Veterans  Administration 
Hospital,  Marion,  Ind. 

Issue: 

22.  i  Joseph  Walter,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  May  13,  1913- 
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13.  NETTIE  GERTRUDE  (Amel  ,  Karl  ,  Johan  ),  daughter  of  Amel  Joseph 
Frederick  and  Mary  Belle  (Crandall)  Bahr,  -was  horn  in  Marion,  Ind. ,  Mar.  3, 
1897. 

She  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Feb.  5>  1918,  George  Cletus  Helm,  son  of 
Francis  Marion  and  Cora  Alice  (Rine)  Helm.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  County, 
Mo.,  Mar.  3,  1894.  For  many  years  he  was  a  telegraph  operator  for  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Co.  and  the  Postal  Telegraph  Co.  At  present  he  is  working  for 
the  B.&  0.  R.R.  out  of  Williard,  Ohio.  Residence,  1201  E.  30th  St.,  Marion, 
Ind.  (1955)*  Nettie  attended  Mississinewa  Grade  School  and  graduated  from 
Marion  High  School. 

Issue: 

23*  i  Martha  Elizabeth,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  May  8,  1918. 

24.  ii  Margaret  Gretchen,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Sept.  26,  1920. 

iii  Richard  George,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Sept.  20,  1926.  Graduate 

of  M.H.S.  and  Purdue  University.  Proprietor  of  Helm's  Cleaners, 
Summitville,  Ind.  Residence,  Summitville,  Ind.  (1955)- 

14.  MARTHA  ELNORA  (Amel^,  Karl^,  Johan^),  daughter  of  Amel  Joseph  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Mary  Eelle  (Crandall)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  7,  1900. 

She  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Sept.  2,  1922,  Ralph  Emerson  Dennis,  son  of 
Newton  J.  and  Mary  Louise  (Miller)  Dennis.  He  was  born  in  Sweetser,  Ind., 
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Nov.  26,  1899*  She  attended  Mississinewa  Grade  School  and  Marion  High  School 
and  worked  for  a  short  time  as  a  stenographer  for  the  Bahr  Brothers  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company. 

Since  their  marriage,  except  for  the  first  two  or  three  years  when  he 
worked  for  the  Trueblood  Laundry  Company  in  Marion,  Ralph  has  been  in  the  dry 
cleaning  business  -  first  in  Marion  for  several  years  and  then  in  Muncie,  Ind. 
where  he  still  (1955)  owns  and  operates  a  dry  cleaning  establishment  (The 
Service  Cleaners).  Residence,  1711  S.  Mulberry,  Muncie,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Issue: 

2$.  1  Ralph  Emerson,  Jr.,  b.  In  Marlon,  Ind.,  Dec.  19,  1925 •  ps  
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The  Family  of  Amel  Frederick  Bahr.  Photograph  Taken  Christmas  Week  1911. 

FRONT  ROW,  Left  to  Right:  Maggie  Belle  (Bahr)  Baumbaugh,  William  Amel  Sausaman,  Amel  Frederick  Bahr,  Ruth  Lucile  Bahr,  Mary 
Belle  Bahr,  Mary  Belle  Sausaman,  Alvin  Estel  Sausaman,  Mildred  Elnora  Sausaman,  Anna  Thressa  Sausaman. 

BACK  ROW,  Left  to  Right:  Walter  Henry  Baumbaugh,  Martha  Elnora  Bahr,  Nettie  Gertrude  Bahr,  Sylvia  Viola  (Paul)  Bahr,  Charles 
Amel  Bahr. 
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15*  PAUL  FREDERICK,  adopted  son  of  David  Frederick  Bahr,  (Paul^,  Karl^, 
Johan^) ,  vas  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Jan.  27,  1921.  At  the  age  of  8  days,  upon 
death  of  his  mother,  he  vas  taken  to  be  raised  by  Mary  Leona  (Uardvell)  and 
David  Frederick  Bahr.  His  natural  parents  vere  Cecil  V.  (Zent)  and  Aaron  LeRoy 
(Roy)  Collins.  Aaron  m.  (2)  Elva  Clara  (Pitman).  Paul  vas  legally  adopted  by 
David  Frederick  Bahr  about  1941.  His  given  names  at  birth  vere  "Max  Doyle." 

He  served  about  three  years  in  the  Army  Air  Force  (tvo  of  them  in  England) 
in  World  War  II.  After  his  discharge,  until  1948,  he  vorked  for  the  Farnsvorth- 
Capehart  Corp.  as  field  engineer.  He  entered  Purdue  University  in  1949  and 
graduated  from  that  school  in  1953  vith  a  B.S.  degree  in  Science  (Physics).  He 
married  Georgia  Elmina  Bailey,  daughter  of  Elmina  (Myers)  and  George  Albert 
Bailey,  on  Dec.  24,  1949,  in  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  Georgia  vas  born  in  Wabash  Co., 
Ind.,  Dec.  16,  1917*  In  1953  Paul  secured  a  position  vith  the  Sandia  Corp.  in 
Albuquerque,  N.M.  and  on  July  27,  1953,  Paul  and  Georgia  moved  to  that  place. 

His  vork  vith  the  Sandia  Corp.  is  classified  information  in  the  field  of  elec¬ 
tronics.  They  reside  (1955)  at  1013  Indiana  Street,  S.E„,  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

Paul  has  three  married  brothers  (Lester,  Wendall,  and  Roy  Jr.)  living  (1955) 
in  California. 

Issue: 

i  Randy  Kent,  b.  June  22,  1953,  in  Marion,  Ind.  He  and  his  father 
are  the  only  living  members  of  the  Bahr  family  able  to  carry  on 
the  family  name  (see  page  38). 
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l6.  JOHN  ELSWORTH  (Mary\  Paul^,  Karl^,  Johan1),  son  of  Paul  Curtis  and 
Mary  Celest  (Bahr)  Jones,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  March  15,  1927- 

He  married  in  Auburndale,  Mass.,  June  26,  1953*  Elizabeth  Lane,  daughter 
of  Jay  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Davidson)  Lane.  She  was  born  in  Auburndale, 
Mass.,  Nov.  13,  1930.  John  is  Vice-President  of  the  Cummins  Chicago  Corpora¬ 
tion,  Chicago,  Ill.  Residence,  Wilmette,  Ill.  (1955)- 
Issue: 

i  Paul  Alexander,  b.  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  April  29,  195^- 

17*  MARY  ANN  (Mary11,  Paul-^,  Karl^,  Johan1),  daughter  of  Paul  Curtis 
and  Mary  Celest  (Eahr)  Jones,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Dec.  14,  1929* 

She  married  in  Wilmette,  Ill.,  Mar.  23,  1952,  Albert  Hays  Tucker,  son  of 
Wayne  S.  and  Mary  (Hays)  Tucker.  He  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Aug.  U,  1929« 
Albert  is  manager  of  the  Columbus,  Ind.  branch  of  the  Hoosier  Finance  Company. 
Residence,  Columbus,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Issue: 

i  Jennifer  Lynn,  b.  in  Wabash,  Ind.,  Mar.  23,  195^* 
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18.  WILLIAM  AMEL  (Anna  ,  Amel  ,  Karl  ,  Johan  ),  son  of  Alvin  Estel  and 
Anna  Thressa  (Bahr)  Sausaman,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  17,  1906. 

He  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  6,  1927,  Marianna  Amy  Hansell,  daughter 
of  Charles  Earl  and  Mary  Alice  (Noe)  Hansell.  She  was  born  in  Logansport, 
Ind.,  May  27,  1908. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Marion  High  School  and  the  school  of  civil  engineer¬ 
ing,  Purdue  University.  Since  1928,  except  for  a  five  month  period  (Sept. 
1930  to  Jan.  1931) ,  when  he  finished  his  schooling  at  Purdue  University,  he 
has  worked  for  the  Illinois  Division  of  Highways.  From  June  1928  to  Sept. 
1930  he  worked  as  surveyor  and  inspector  in  the  district  office  in  Ottawa, 
Ill.  and  since  Jan.  1931  has  worked  in  the  Bureau  of  Local  Roads  and  Streets 
in  Springfield,  Ill.  At  present  he  is  field  engineer  for  3^  counties  and  is 
a  Registered  Illinois  Professional  Engineer. 

# 

Since  boyhood  he  has  been  interested  in  all  phases  of  natural  history  - 
particularly  trees  and  birds  and  is  a  member  of  two  nature  organizations  - 
the  Illinois  Audubon  Society  and  the  Springfield  Nature  League. 

Living  in  Springfield  for  24  years,  a  city  so  closely  associated  with 
the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  has  imbued  him  with  a  keen  interest  in  Illinois 
history  and  the  various  aspects  of  Lincoln's  life.  His  home  at  1525  North 
3rd  Street  is  located  within  300  yards  of  Lincoln's  Tomb  -  separated  from  it 
only  by  a  ravine.  In  connection  with  these  avocations  he  has  amassed  a  size¬ 
able  library.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society 
and  the  Lincoln' 6  Home  Collectors'  Club. 

Marianna  is  a  graduate  of  West  Lafayette  High  School  (ind.).  Since  her 

first  child  entered  school  in  1934  she  has  been  interested  in  the  parents  and 

teachers  organization.  She  has  held  many  offices  in  that  organization  and, 

at  present,  is  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Community  Service  of  the 

Illinois  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers.  She  is  an  ardent  seamstress  and 

28 


_ 


flower  grower,  loves  to  embroider  and  hook  rugs.  She  is  a  member  of  two 
sewing  clubs,  the  Springfield  Garden  Club  and  the  Rochester  Unit  of  the 
Sangamon  County  Home  Bureau,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  activities  of 
the  Elliott  Avenue  Baptist  Church. 

Issue: 

26 .  i  William  Amel,  Jr.,  b.  in  Lafayette,  Ind.,  Jan.  3>  1928. 
ii  Gerald  Alvin,  b.  in  Springfield,  Ill.,  July  19,  193^ • 

Gerald  is  a  graduate  of  Lanphier  High  School,  Springfield, 
Ill.,  attended  the  drama  school  at  Carnegie,  Tech,  for 
2l/2  years,  and  is  presently  (1955)  working  for  Capezio’s 
(specialists  in  shoes  for  dancers)  in  New  York  City.  He 
is  al6o  designing  stage  settings  for  the  Northport,  Long 
Island  summer  stock  theatre  and  is  taking  ballet  lessons. 
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19*  MARY  BELLE  (Anna\  Amel3,  Karl2,  Johan1),  daughter  of  Alvin  Estel 
and  Anna  Three sa  (Bahr)  Sausaman,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  1,  1903. 

She  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Oct.  8,  1926,  Herman  Russel  Graff,  son  of 
Arthur  J.  and  Agnes  Elvina  (Murphy)  Graff.  He  was  born  in  Manningto,  W.  Va., 
Oct.  30,  1905*  They  were  subsequently  divorced  and  both  remarried.  Mary 
divorced  her  second  husband  in  19^U. 

Since  the  death  of  her  mother  in  1953  Mary  has  maintained  the  family 
home  for  her  father,  3526  S.  Felton  St.,  Marion,  Ind.  Two  children  were 
born  of  her  first  marriage  and  none  by  her  second. 

Issue: 

27.  i  Betty  Margaret,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Apr.  21,  1927* 

ii  Herman  Russel,  Jr.,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  June  25,  1932. 

Herman,  nicknamed  "Buster,"  is  a  graduate  of  Logansport  (ind.) 
High  School  and  is  presently  (1955)  serving  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Corps. 
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20.  ROTH  LUCILE  (Charles14-,  Amel^,  Karl‘S,  Johan1),  daughter  of  Charles 
Amel  and  Sylvia  Viola  (Paul)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  June  IT,  1907* 
She  married  in  Albany,  Ind.,  Mar.  3,  1929#  Donovan  Evans  Garland,  son 
of  Harry  and  Gertrude  (Evans)  Garland.  He  vas  born  in  Mooreland,  Ind.,  Feb 
6,  1905.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Marion  High  School.  Residence,  Marengo,  Ind 
(1955). 


Like  his  father,  Donovan  (Don)  has  been  a  funeral  director  most  of  his 
life.  After  helping  his  father  for  about  four  years  in  the  family  business 
(the  Garland  Funeral  Home  in  Albany,  Ind.)  he  established  undertaking  busi¬ 
nesses  of  his  own  in  several  Indiana  cities  -  including  Ligonier,  Columbus, 
Evansville,  and  Lawrence.  His  present  business  is  in  Marengo,  Ind. 

Issue: 


i  Barbara  Ann,  b.  and  d.  in  Albany,  Ind.,  May  9#  1930* 

28.  ii  John  Amel,  b.  in  Albany,  Ind.,  May  29,  1931*  Graduate  of 

Marion  (ind.)  High  School. 

29.  iii  Janet  Louise,  b.  in  Albany,  Ind.,  Sept.  19,  1932. 

30.  iv  James  Alfred,  b.  in  Poneta,  Ind.,  May  6,  193^» 
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21.  CARL  AMEL  (Charles  ,  ArneT3 ,  Karl  ,  Johan  ),  son  of  Charles  Amel  and 
Sylvia  Viola  (Paul)  Bahr,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Aug.  2k,  1912. 

He  married  in  Gas  City,  Ind.,  May  26,  193^,  Eva  Edna  Stafford,  daughter 
of  Will  Murray  and  Maud  (Young)  Stafford.  She  was  born  near  Albany,  Ind., 

Aug.  27,  1912. 

Carl  is  a  graduate  of  Marion  High  School  and  is  presently  working  as  a 
machinist  for  the  Bahr  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company.  Residence,  30th  Street 
and  Lincoln  Boulevard,  Marion,  Ind.  (1935)* 

Issue: 

i  Marilyn  Joan,  b.  May  7,  1936.  Graduate  of  M.'rl  S. 

22.  JOSEPH  WALTER  (Maggie^,  Amel^,  Karl2,  Johan1),  son  of  Walter  Henry 
and  Maggie  Belle  (Bahr)  Eaumbaugh,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  May  13,  1913* 

He  married  in  Mays,  Ind.,  Feb.  6,  19^2,  Kathryn  Elizabeth  Reeves,  daughter 
of  William  Jackson  and  Elizabeth  Wilkinson  (Goetchens)  Reeves.  She  was  born 
in  Center  Twp.,  Rush  Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  6,  1918.  Residence,  2112  W.  Comanche 
Ave.,  Tampa  3,  Florida  (1955)* 

Joseph  is  a  graduate  of  Marion  High  School  and  on  June  6,  19^1  graduated 
from  Butler  University  -  securing  a  bachelor  of  music  degree  from  the  Arthur 
Jordan  Conservatory  -  an  affiliate  of  Butler  University.  He  is  presently 
working  for  the  Hamilton-Gower  Electric  Co.,  Tampa,  Florida. 

Issue: 

i  David  Lynn,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Nov.  1,  19^3* 

ii  Norma  Kay,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Oct.  13,  19^4. 
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23*  MARTHA  ELIZABETH  (Nettie  ,  Amel  ,  Karl  ,  Johan  ),  daughter  of 
George  Cletus  and  Nettie  Gertrude  ( Eg hr)  Helm,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind., 

May  8,  1918. 

She  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Sept.  13,  1$&1,  Herbert  Witthoft,  son  of 
Frank  and  Harriet  (Campbell)  Witthoft.  He  was  born  in  St.  Anne,  Ill.,  Aug. 

6,  1911. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  school  of  electrical  engineering,  Purdue  Univers¬ 
ity,  and  has  a  masters  degree  from  that  school  and  is  presently  (1955)  tech¬ 
nical  director  for  the  Anaconda  Wire  and  Cable  Company,  Marion,  Ind.  Martha 
is  an  accomplished  pianist  and  organist  and  has  served  as  organist  for  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Marion  for  a  number  of  years.  Martha  is  a 
graduate  of  Marion  High  School  and  has  a  B.S.  degree  in  Education  from  Marion 
College.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  taught  in  the  Marion  city  schools. 

Issue: 

i  Stephen  Wendell,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  7,  19^3* 

ii  Gretchen  Anne,  b.  and  d.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  July  26,  19^5; 
buried  in  I.O.O.F.  Cem.,  Marion. 

iii  Gretchen  Ellen,  an  adopted  daughter,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind., 

Mar.  9,  19^8 . 
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24.  MARGARET  GRETCHEN  (Nettie*1,  Amel^,  Karl^,  Johan^) ,  daughter  of 
George  Cletus  and  Nettie  Gertrude  ( Bahr)  Helm,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Sept. 
26,  1920. 

She  married  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Aug.  4,  1939,  James  Spurgeon  Bolen,  son  of 
James  Lee  and  Sarah  (Putnam)  Bolen.  He  was  born  in  Rock  Hill,  S.C.,  Mar.  20, 
1915. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Marion  College  and  the  Western  Theological  Seminary, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  and  is  presently  (1955)  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  Newark,  Ohio.  Gretchen  is  a  graduate  of  Marion  High  School  and 
attended  Marion  College.  Residence,  59  N.  2nd  Street,  Newark,  Ohio. 

Issue: 

i  James  Spurgeon,  Jr.,  b.  in  Dover,  Ohio,  May  28,  1947. 

ii  Joseph  Lee,  an  adopted  son,  b.  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  22,  1953* 

25.  RALPH  EMERSON,  JR.  (Martha**,  Amel^,  Karl^,  Johan^),  sen  of  Ralph 
Emerson  and  Martha  Elnora  (Eahr)  Dennis,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Tec.  19, 
1925. 

He  married  in  New  Castle,  Ind.,  June  19,  1949,  Virginia  Lea  Harter, 
daughter  of  Harold  and  Mary  (Clark)  Harter.  She  was  born  in  New  Castle,  Ind., 
June  3,  1927. 

Ralph  graduated  from  Central  High  in  Muncie;  completed  one  year  at  Wabash 
College,  Crawfordsville,  Ind;  got  his  A.B.  from  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover, 
N.H.  in  1946;  was  commissioned  Ensign  in  Navy;  started  to  Indiana  University 
in  1947;  and  got  his  Doctor  of  Jurisprudence  degree  in  1950.  He  is  presently 
practicing  law  and  serving  as  City  Judge  of  the  city  of  Muncie  and  is  the  re¬ 
publican  nominee  up  for  election  in  1955  for  another  four- year  term.  Resides, 
1625  S.  Mulberry  St.,  Muncie,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Issue: 

1  Nancy  Jo,  b.  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  Oct.  10,  1950. 

ii  Kathleen  Anne,  b.  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  Oct.  19,  1952. 

iii  Amel  Joseph,  b.  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  Mar.  1,  1954. 
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2 6.  WILLIAM  AMEL,  JR.  (William'*,  Anna\  Amel^,  Karl^,  Johan^),  eon  of 
William  Amel  and  Marianna  Amy  (Hansell)  Sausaman,  was  born  in  Lafayette,  Ind., 
Jan.  3,  1928. 

He  married  in  Chatham,  Ill.,  May  27,  1953,  Edith  Lola  Haines,  daughter  of 
Ira  Fremont  and  Bessie  Alice  (Grieme)  Haines.  Edith  is  a  twin  sister  of  Edward 
Lloyd  Haines.  They  were  born  near  Toronto,  Sangamon  Co.,  Ill.,  Oct.  27,  1933* 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Ball  Twp.  High  School,  Sangamon  Co.,  Ill. 

Upon  graduation  from  Lanphier  High  School,  Springfield,  Ill.,  William 
joined  the  U.S.  Navy  Reserve  and  subsequently  was  inducted  into  the  armed 
service.  He  served  in  the  South  Pacific  area,  mostly  in  Guam,  from  Feb.  19, 
1946  to  Dec.  22,  1947.  On  his  return  he  worked  as  a  draftsman  in  the  bridge 
office  of  the  Illinois  Division  of  Highways  for  33  months  and  then  was  drafted 
for  service  in  the  U.S.N.R.  Command  in  Japan  and  Korea,  where  he  served  from 
Oct.  5,  1950  to  July  14,  1952.  He  is  presently  (1955)  working  in  the  bridge 
office  of  the  Illinois  Division  of  Highways  and  lives  on  a  25 -acre  farm  one 
and  one-half  miles  west  of  Edinburg,  Ill. 

Issue: 

i  William  Ira,  b.  in  Springfield,  Ill.,  Nov.  5,  1953* 

ii  Alice  Ann,  b.  in  Springfield,  Ill.,  Dec.  30,  1954. 

1934998 
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27*  BETTY  MARGARET  (Mary'* ,  Anna\  Amel^,  Karl2,  Johan^),  daughter  of 
Herman  Russel  and  Mary  Belle  (Sausaman)  Graff,  was  born  in  Marion,  Ind., 

April  21,  1927. 

She  married  (l)  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Mar.  21,  1948,  L.  Edward  Henderson,  son 
of  James  Marshall  and  Edna  May  (Lowder)  Henderson;  divorced  in  1954.  He  was 
born  May  18,  1926,  in  Sweetser,  Ind.  She  married  (2)  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Aug. 

6,  1955 y  James  Robert  Sartain,  son  of  James  Hardin  and  Margaret  Lester 
(Briley)  Sartain.  He  was  born  Feb.  9,  1936,  in  Marion,  Ind. 

Betty  attended  Marion  High  School  and  is  presently  working  for  the  Radio 
Corporation  of  America  in  Marion;  residence,  Marion,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Issue: 

i  Rebecca  Jo,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Nov.  19,  1949* 

ii  Paula  Jean,  b.  in  Marion,  Ind.,  Sept.  12,  1951- 

C  ||  >3  p  T 

23.  JOHN  AMEL  (Ruth  ,  Charles,  Amel  ,  Karl  ,  Johan  ),  son  of  Donovan 
Evans  and  Ruth  Lucile  (Bahr)  Garland,  was  born  in  Albany,  Ind.,  May  29,  1931* 
He  married  in  Lawrence,  Ind.,  Aug.  4,  1950,  Susan  Imogene  Waddy,  daughter 
of  Horace  and  Ruby  LeRoy  (Bissey)  Waddy.  She  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Ind., 

Aug.  9,  1930.  Residence,  Lawrence,  Ind.  (1955)* 

Issue: 

i  Stephen  A.,  b.  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Apr.  22,  1951* 
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29*  JANET  LOUISE  (Ruth^,  Charles**,  Amel^,  Karl^,  Johan^) ,  daughter  of 
Donovan  Evans  and  Ruth  Luc lie  (Bahr)  Garland,  vas  born  in  Albany,  Ind.,  Sept. 
19,  1932. 

She  married  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  Apr.  20,  1951,  Edvard  Leo  Stone,  son  of 
Clyde  C.  and  Maisie  (Schamberg)  Stone.  He  vas  born  in  Evansville,  Ind., 

Jan.  25,  1928.  Residence,  Evansville,  Ind.  (1955)»  Janet  is  a  graduate  of 
Lavrence  (ind.)  High  School. 

Issue: 

i  An  unnamed  daughter,  b.  and  d.  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  23, 
1952. 

ii  Penny  A.,  b.  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  Aug.  24,  1953- 

iii  Amy  R.,  b.  in  Mattoon,  Ill.,  Nov.  12,  195^. 

30.  JAMES  ALFRED  (Ruth^,  Charles**,  Amel^,  Karl^,  Johan^),  son  of 
Donovan  Evans  and  Ruth  Lucile  (Bahr)  Garland,  vas  born  in  Poneta,  Ind., 

May  6,  1934. 

He  married  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  Feb.  1,  1953,  Della  Mae  Brovn,  daughter 
of  Raymond  Arthur  and  Ruby  Christine  (West)  Brovn.  She  vas  born  in  Evans¬ 
ville,  Ind.,  June  11,  1936.  Residence,  Marengo,  Ind.  (1955)*  James  is  a 
graduate  of  Evansville  (ind.)  High  School, 

Issue: 
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i  Patricia  E.,  b.  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  Dec.  9,  1953* 
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EPILOGUE 


As  this  is  written  (September  1955)  there  are  only  six  living  descendants 
of  Karl  (Baehr)  Bahr  having  the  Bahr  surname.  In  addition  there  are  two 
other  males,  not  descendants,  having  the  Eahr  surname  -  Paul  Frederick  Bahr 
(No.  15)  and  his  son  Randy.  Paul  is  an  adopted  son  of  David  Frederick  Bahr 
(No.  7)  and  is  therefore  not  a  direct  descendant  of  Karl  Eahr.  The  six  living 
descendants  having  the  Eahr  surname  are: 

William  Frederick  Karl  (No.  6),  age  82. 

David  Frederick  (No.  7),  age  58* 

Charles  Amel  (No.  10),  age  69. 

Samuel  We6ley,  age  6h. 

Carl  Amel  (No.  19),  age  U3. 

Marilyn  Joan,  age  19. 

Since  there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  of  these  men  siring  any  more 
children,  because  of  their  age,  and  since  the  only  female  of  the  group 
(Marilyn  Joan)  will  change  her  name  with  marriage,  the  name  will  soon  pass 
into  history  insofar  as  the  direct  descendants  of  Karl  Eahr  are  concerned. 
Hence  the  chief  reason  and  purpose  of  this  written  family  record. 
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Sossamam,  Sausaman,  Bahr,  Hansell,  Byers,  Aldridge,  Noe,  and  other  families 
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The  National  Genealogical  Society 
3123  -udams  Mill  Road,  N.  W. 
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Dear  Gentlemen: 

Please  accept  the  inclosed  complimentary  copy  of  my  genealogy, 
’’The  Descendants  of  Johan  bahr  of  Germany”.  Additional  copies  may  be 
procured  from  me  for  n2.00  each,  postpaid. 
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Patricia  E.  Garland 
(b.  Dec.  9,  1953) 
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Kathleen  Anne  Dennis 
(b.  Oct.  19,  1952) 

Amel  Joseph  Dennis 
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TEE  DESCENDANTS 

of 

JO BAN  BABR 

of 

GERMANY 


1.  Johan  Bahr 


a  son 


a  son 


a  son 


2.  Karl  Baehr 


(1831  -  1886) 


3-  Paul  Louis  Bahr 
(1857  -  1923) 


Amel  Joseph  Frederick  Bahr- 
(1864  -  19J+1) 


5-  Otto  B.  Bahr  — 
(1866  -  I9I+5) 


6.  William  Frederick  Karl  Bahr- 
(b.  Oct.  25,  1872) 

Anna  Bahr 

(1874  -  1877) 


7 •  David  Frederick  Bahr 
(b.  Aug.  3,  1897) 

Nellie  Hines 

(b.  May  14,  1899) 


8.  Mary  Celest  Jones 


(b.  June  12,  1901) 


9.  Clara  Gerard 


(b.  Jan.  20,  I903) 

Robert  K. 

(b.  and  d.  1906) 

Ella  C. 

(b.  and  d.  1909) 


10.  Anna  Thressa  Sausaman 

(1882  -  1953) 

11.  Charles  Amel  Bahr 


(b.  Jan.  16,  1886) 

12.  Maggie  Belle  Baumbaugh- 

(b.  July  7,  1888) 

Mary  Belle  Bahr 
(b.  and  d.  1890) 

13.  Net. tie  Gertrude  Helm  - 

(b.  Mar.  3,  1897) 


14.  Maltha  Elnora  Dennis— 
(b.  Mar.  7,  1900) 


Flcrence  Emma  Stolle. 
(b.  Nov.  29,  1887) 

Willie  Reuben  Bahr 
(b.  and  d.  1890) 

Samuel  Wesley  Bahr 
(b.  May  20,  1891) 


Hazel  Marion  Behers. 
(b.  Oct.  9,  1893) 

Carl  William  Bahr 

(1896  -  1898) 


Miriam  Robertson 
(1911  -  1938) 


15.  Paul  Frederick  Bahr - 
(b.  Jan.  27,  1921) 


16.  John  Elsworth  Jones  - 
(b.  Mar,  15,  1927) 

17-  Mary  Ann  Tucker 

(b.  Dec.  14,  I929) 

Claranel  Jones 
(b.  May  24,  1933) 


Stephen  Gerard 
(b.  Feb.  8,  1939) 


18.  William  Amel  Sausaman 
(b.  July  17,  1906) 

19-  Mary  Belle  Graff 


(b.  July  1,  1908) 

Mildred  Elnora  Morken 
(b.  July  14,  1911) 


20.  Ruth  Lucile  Garland  - 
(b.  June  17,  1907) 


21.  Carl  Amel  Bahr 


_(b.  Aug.  24,  1912) 


22.  Joseph  Walter  Baumbaugh - 

_ _ (b.  May  13,  1913) 


23.  Martha  Elizabeth  Witthoff 

(b.  May  8,  1918) 

24.  Margaret  Gretchen  Bolen _ 

(b.  Sept.  26,  1920) 

Richard  George  Helm 
(b.  Sept.  20,  1926) 


25.  Ralph  Emerson  Dennis,  Jr. — 
(b.  Dec.  19,  1925) 


Unnamed  daughter 

(b.  and  d.  Nov.  30,  1935 


Randy  Kent  Bahr 
_ (b.  June  22,  1953) 


Paul  Alexander  Jones 
_(b.  Apr.  29,  195M 

Jennifer  Lynn  Tucker 
(b.  Mar.  23,  1954) 

26.  William  Amel  Sausaman,  Jr. 

(b.  Jan.  3,  1928) 

Gerald  Alvin  Sausaman 
(b.  July  19,  1934) 

_5  brfctirx 

27.  Betty  Margaret 

(b.  Apr.  21,  1927) 

Herman  Russel  Graff,  Jr. 
(b.  June  25,  1932) 


Barbara  Ann  Garland 

('0.  and  d.  May  5,  1930) 

28.  John  Amel  Garland - 

(b.  May  29,  1931) 

29.  Janet  Louise  Stone 


(b.  Sept.  19,  1932) 


30.  James  Alfred  Garland 
(b.  May  6,  1934) 

Marilyn  Joan  Bahr 
(b.  May  7,  1936) 

David  Lynn  Baumbaugh 
(b.  Nov.  1,  1943) 

Nona  Kay  Baumbaugh 
(b.  Oct.  13,  1944) 


Stephen  Wendell  Witthoff 
(b.  Mar.  7,  1943) 

Gretchen  Anne  Witthoff 
(t.  and  d.  July  26,  1945) 

Gretchen  Ellen  Witthoff 
(b.  Mar.  9,  1948) 

James  Spurgeon  Bolen,  Jr. 
(b.  May  28,  1947) 

Joseph  Lee  Bolen 
(b.  May  22,  1953) 


William  Ira  Sausaman 
(b.  Nov.  5,  1953) 

Alice  Ann  Sausaman 
(b.  Dec.  30,  1954) 


Rebecca  Jo  Henderson 
(b.  Nov.  19,  1949) 

Paula  Jean  Henderson 
(b.  Sept.  12,  1951) 


Stephen  A.  Garland 
(b.  Apr.  22,  1951) 

Unnamed  daughter 

(b.  and  d.  May  27,  1952) 

Penny  A.  Stone 

(b.  Aug.  24,  1953) 

Amy  R.  Stone 

(b.  Nov.  12,  1954) 


Patricia  E.  Garland 
(b.  Dec.  9,  1953) 


Nancy  Jo  Dennis 
(b.  Oct.  10,  1950) 

Kathleen  Anne  Dennis 
(b.  Oct.  19,  1952) 


Amel  Joseph  Dennis 
(b.  Mar.  1,  1954) 
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APPENDIX 


BIOGRAPHY 

OF 

OTTO  B.  BAER 

By  his  daughter 
Hazel  Marion  (Eahr)  Be hers 


From  childhood  and  on  through  middle  years  and  into  autumn  years  Otto 
was  characterized  as  having  an  abundance  of  energy.  In  boyhood  he  paid  his 
tuition  to  the  German  parochial  school  by  tending  the  fire  for  the  school 
room;  hunted  frogs  and  sold  them  to  willing  customers  who  were  fond  of  frog 
legs  for  their  tables;  gathered  huckleberries  from  the  marshes  for  the  family 
use  (and  of  course  took  a  swim  on  these  expeditions  in  nearby  Barron  Lake); 
and  pumped  the  hand  bellows  of  the  church  organ  on  Sunday  mornings. 

At  barely  13  years  of  age  he  applied  at  the  paper  mill  for  work  where  he 
was  promptly  refused.  The  next  day  he  went  again  and  likewise  was  turned 
away.  When  he  returned  the  third  day  the  amazed  superintendent  reluctantly 
hired  him  -  thinking  the  heavy  toil  would  punish  his  slight  frame  and  would 
quickly  convince  him  it  was  not  the  thing.  But  no;  he  endured  the  work 
throughout  the  12-hour  daily  or  nightly  shifts  and  gladly  placed  his  earnings 
into  the  hands  of  his  mother. 

The  privilege  and  satisfaction  in  helping  his  mother  didn't  last  very 
long,  for  she  died  before  he  was  quite  15*  But  he  continued  to  do  a  man's 
work  and  at  19  years  lost  his  father  too. 

He  met  the  young  lady  who  was  to  become  his  wife  at  a  dance .  A  mutual 
acquaintance,  Miss  Tina  Roehm  (later  Schrumpf)  presented  him  to  her  friend 
Emma  Stroup.  Later  Tina  made  his  heart  glad  by  confiding  Emma's  words:  "I 
think  he's  nice."  The  courtship  started  at  once  and  Emma's  mother  often  men¬ 
tioned  her  early  impressions  of  this  rapid  speaking  young  man  whose  glowing 
cigar  signaled  his  approach  to  the  old  colonial  home  situated  far  back  from 
No.  2  River  Street  on  a  few  acres  of  fruit  bearing  land  bounded  by  a  bend  in 
the  St.  Joseph  River.  He  found  his  way  to  her  church,  the  Methodist,  on 
these  Sunday  evenings  and  was  enraptured  with  the  music.  Throughout  his  life¬ 
time  he  mentioned  the  singers  there,  their  solos,  and  the  anthems  they  pro¬ 
duced.  The  beautiful  fan  he  gave  her  on  St.  Valentines  Day  1837  was  treasured, 
and  throughout  her  life  rested  in  her  personal  dresser  drawer.  They  were 
married  by  the  Rev.  Wharton  in  the  manse  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Emma's 
blond  hair  layed  in  natural  marcel  type  waves,  her  eyes  were  large  and  blue, 
and  her  figure  well  developed  for  her  17th  year.  Her  schooling  was  almost 
as  brief  as  Otto's  as  she  took  work  at  an  early  age  as  the  maid  in  the  home 
of  a  Niles  merchant  by  the  name  of  Stebbins. 

He  continued  to  work  in  the  paper  mill  for  nearly  six  more  years  before 
moving  to  Marion,  Indiana.  The  wages  were  small,  yet  were  adequate  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  growing  family.  Three  children  were  born  during  this  period. 

First  was  daughter  Florence  -  a  child  of  rare  beauty  and  characteristically 
a  bright  little  chatter-box;  then  son  Willie  Reuben  who  lived  only  a  few 
months  until  an  intestinal  illness  caused  his  death;  followed  by  a  second 
son  who  came  to  bless  them  and  was  named  Samuel  Wesley  for  his  maternal 
grandfather  and  like  him  had  a  sweet  and  wholesome  disposition. 
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Difficult  times  preceded  Sam's  birth  because  Otto  was  incapacitated  by 
a  fractured  collar  bone.  An  accident  at  the  mill,  when  a  weakened  floor  gave 
way,  was  responsible  for  Otto's  suffering  and  inconvenience.  The  other  work¬ 
men  at  the  mill  took  up  a  collection,  among  themselves,  in  order  to  help  the 
little  family,  and  there  among  the  list  of  donors,  and  written  in  bold  char¬ 
acters,  was  the  signature  of  brother  "P.  L.  Bahr"  which  shows  that  he  too  was 
working  at  the  mill. 

The  early  work  in  Marion  was  also  in  a  paper  mill  and  daughter  Hazel  was 
born  during  this  period.  She  was  a  fussy  crying  infant  and  developed  into  a 
quiet  type  child.  The  mechanical  ability  he  had  developed  now  led  Otto  into 
other  industries  the  first  of  which  was  a  chair  factory  and  then  the  light 
plant,  where  he  looked  after  the  generating  engines  that  powered  the  city's 
rather  recent  improvement  of  electric  arc  lamps  on  its  streets.  The  family 
moved  from  southeast  Marion  to  the  central  part  for  close  proximity  to  Otto's 
work.  Here  son  Carl  William  was  born  and  showed  much  promise,  but  was 
snatched  away  by  diphtheria  on  the  eve  of  his  second  birthday.  It  caused 

great  sadness  in  the  family  circle  and  the  grieved  mother  found  it  difficult 

to  adjust  to  the  loss. 

The  study  of  electricity,  then  in  its  infancy,  claimed  Otto's  attention. 
He  also  found  spare  time  to  devote  to  music  by  making  use  of  a  reed  organ  that 
was  discarded  from  the  Eaptlst  Church  a  block  away,  and  stored  in  the  light 
plant.  He  had  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  good  music  from  his  father,  who 
was  a  tenor  singer  of  ability,  and  his  interest  in  music  was  further  nurtured 
in  the  German  parochial  school.  A  pitch  pipe  that  sounded  "A"  and  "C"  was 

always  handy,  and  the  sound  of  a  banjo,  harmonica,  or  some  other  musical  in¬ 

strument  was  generally  heard  about  the  home  until  his  employer,  Mr.  Kellar, 
gave  him  permission  to  borrow  and  move  the  old  "Melodian"  over  to  his  dwell¬ 
ing  just  across  the  street.  This  instrument  was  minus  one  leg  and  rested  on 
a  chair  at  the  left  rear,  but  since  Otto  had  now  learned  to  play  many  hymns 
it  was  great  fun  for  the  family  to  sing  together.  Sometime  during  this  period 
he  got  a  little  musical  instruction  with  a  group  that  met  weekly  as  a  singing 
school. 

Toys  for  the  children  were  fashioned  mostly  by  his  own  hands  and  included 
rifles  cut  from  spare  wooden  shingles  out  of  the  attic,  whistles  made  from  the 
bark  of  trees,  a  sturdy  sled  with  iron  gas  pipe  for  runners,  a  cage  with  re¬ 
volving  compartment  for  the  pet  squirrel,  a  miniature  Corliss  steam  engine 
with  a  whistle,  and  a  diminutive  nickle  plated  sledge  hammer  about  three 
inches  long  especially  for  little  Carl,  afid  had  his  name  engraved  upon  it, 
for  mechanical  things  and  moving  wheels  had  great  attraction  for  this  child 
during  his  brief  span  of  life.  A  pet  dog  was  usually  part  of  the  household 
and  sometimes  cats. 

Otto  was  ever  broadening  his  knowledge,  for  besides  the  steam  engines 
that  he  understood  quite  well,  he  learned  about  gasoline  powered  engines  too, 
and  was  gradually  increasing  his  store  of  knowledge  of  electricity.  During 
the  spring  of  1899  be  left  the  light  plant  for  more  remunerative  employment 
in  one  of  the  new  industries  located  in  the  west  part  of  town  and  promptly 
the  family  moved  about  a  mile  nearer  the  work.  First  it  was  a  bicycle  factory 
and  then  a  carpet  sweeper  company  which  later  changed  to  making  small  items 
of  house  furniture.  He  began  to  take  extra  work  beyond  his  regular  working 
hours.  He  learned  to  mend  band  saws  and  was  handy  with  the  use  of  his  hands 
in  so  many  ways  that  his  employers  were  glad  for  extra  services  and  Otto  was 
grateful  to  secure  a  little  more  income  for  his  family.  He  cleaned  the  steam 
boilers  every  other  Sunday  morning  and  often  was  detained  and  made  dinner  very 
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late.  Other  days  he  carried  his  lunch  unless  freedom  from  school  allowed  the 
children  to  carry  him  a  nice  warm  meal  packed  in  a  peach  basket.  Some  of 
these  times  he  permitted  the  children  to  manipulate  the  device  that  sounded 
the  noon  time  steam  whistle.  He  also  did  some  wiring  of  buildings  and  homes 
to  equip  them  for  electric  service.  He  designed  and  was  on  duty  atop  the 
hotel  building  the  first  time  an  electric  sign  was  lighted  in  the  city.  He 
mastered  the  technique  on  the  installation  of  three-way  electric  switches  and 
made  it  possible  for  his  employer  to  be  the  first  one  in  the  city  to  have 
this  convenience  in  his  home.  Many  evenings  he  sat  in  discussion  with  other 
men  of  inquiring  minds  who  came  to  his  home  where  electric  catalogues  and 
manuals  were  at  hand.  Two  of  his  associates  of  this  1900  era  were  Edward  Toll 
and  Geo.  Kauffman. 

But  before  many  years  passed  he  changed  work  to  better  himself  at  the 
U.  S.  Glass  Co.  of  Gas  City  -  which  position  allowed  him  the  luxury  of  Satur¬ 
day  afternoons  off  duty.  However  the  extra  hours  at  first  were  mostly  con¬ 
sumed  by  continued  work  on  mending  band  saws  and  other  services  for  his  former 
employer.  Tableware  of  all  kinds  was  the  main  product  of  this  glass  manufac¬ 
tory  and  it  was  made  by  machinery  rather  than  hand  blown.  Otto's  chief  duty 
was  to  keep  the  machinery  in  repair.  The  family  did  not  move  close  to  the 
work  this  time  so  it  was  necessary  for  Otto  to  rise  early  enough  to  daily  walk 
almost  a  mile  before  boarding  the  6:15  A.M.  interurban  trolley  for  the  addi¬ 
tional  six  miles  to  Gas  City.  Ee  had  purchased  a  good  reed  organ  for  the 
family  and  better  cornets  were  provided  from  time  to  time  for  Sam  as  he  pro¬ 
gressed  in  band  work.  The  old  violin,  from  which  he  had  coaxed  a  few  rasping 
tunes,  was  intended  for  Florence  but  for  need  of  repairs  was  put  away  on  the 
high  wardrobe  shelf  and  somehow  never  brought  forth. 

The  endurance  he  had  gained  from  his  more  than  normal  activities  and  the 
mental  development  gained  from  concentration  and  study  conditioned  him  for  the 
next  phase  of  his  life.  A  big  influence  was  the  fact  that  brother  Amel  con¬ 
tinued  to  hold  positions  of  trust  in  the  paper  industry  and  supervised  other 
men.  Young  brother  William  F.  worked  with  him  in  Chicago  and  even  son  Sam  was 
permitted  to  go  there  to  work  for  a  time  when  he  desired  to  see  more  of  the 
world  at  age  15,  and  he  lived  with  them  in  the  small  quarters  the  brothers 
then  rented.  When  Amel  came  home  to  Marion  to  visit  with  his  family  there 
were  long  discussions  between  him  and  Otto  on  the  need  to  improve  the  machinery 
at  the  mill  -  it  was  very  trying  for  this  millwright  to  be  called  out  so  often 
at  night  to  repair  the  inadequate  machinery.  These  brothers  gave  thought  to 
ways  and  means  of  improving  and  strengthening  the  machinery.  By  1905  Otto  was 
supplying  the  Chicago  mill  with  superior  beater  paddles  made  of  hickory  wood 
and  venturing  into  the  manufacture  of  beater  bed  plates  of  a  new  design  made 
entirely  of  metal.  Amel  was  in  position  to  try  out  their  merits  and  suggest 
ways  to  improve  style,  size  and  shape  of  the  projections  or  "cutting  knives" 
upon  them. 

£  f  ■f 

In  1906  or  early  1907  an  idea  suddenly  presented  itself  to  Amel  for  im¬ 
proving  the  efficiency  of  the  refining  machines  so  they  would  no  longer  break 
down  at  any  moment  and  cause  a  shut-down  of  the  paper  mill  until  repaired.  In 
developing  this  idea  the  tempo  of  Otto's  living  increased  as  he  made  models, 
contacted  foundry  men  regarding  strong  enough  metal,  and  no  end  of  pattern 
making  and  details.  At  last  brother  Amel  was  permitted  to  try  out  the  new  in¬ 
vention  in  the  Chicago  mill  and  it  performed  beautifully.  Soon  afterward  Otto 
and  Amel  presented  themselves  to  an  attorney  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  make 
application  for  a  patent  on  this  invention,  and  somehow  Otto  managed  to  have 
the  necessary  cash  for  the  retaining  fee  and  after  due  process  the  patent  was 
granted  January  l8,  1910. 


42 


- 


In  the  meantime  brother  William  had  ended  his  service  at  the  Chicago 
paper  mill  and  was  working  with  Otto  as  a  machinist  in  the  glass  factory. 

He  also  had  put  an  end  to  his  bachelor  days  and  was  married  to  the  lovely 
Nora  Wilhelm.  He  found  time  to  help  Otto  in  his  many  extra  duties.  Otto 
still  acted  on  occasion  as  handy  man  to  his  former  employer  who  in  return 
gave  him  certain  privileges  to  use  his  woodworking  facilities.  He  no  longer 
had  to  make  patterns  on  the  kitchen  floor I 

He  had  traded  the  organ  on  a  good  piano  and  had  acquired  a  used  two- 
cylinder  automobile  of  run-about  design.  However,  it  didn't  run  much  of 
the  time  and  constantly  needed  mechanical  repairs  as  well  as  many  patches 
on  its  tires.  It  was  Sam's  delight  to  work  on  this  car.  Hazel  had  quite  a 
few  letters  to  type  on  a  typewriter  previously  discarded  by  the  former  em¬ 
ployer.  Although  the  children  were  willing  to  help  with  errands  and  various 
duties  it  illustrates  Otto's  independence  that  he  insisted  on  a  weekly  account¬ 
ing  of  the  letters  written  for  which  he  gave  Hazel  five  cents  each. 

The  days  became  more  strenuous  for  Otto,  for  with  the  satisfaction  of 
orders  coming  in  was  the  work  of  production.  He  and  the  brothers  designed 
and  he  built,  of  evenings,  special  machines,  and  contracted  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  others,  for  finishing  the  product.  The  local  foundry  allowed  a  room 
for  housing  this  special  equipment.  He  also  began  to  make  calls  here  and 
there  in  Indiana  and  neighboring  States  to  solicit  orders.  He  worked  late 
much  of  the  time  and  frequently  missed  the  last  daily  run  of  the  street  car. 

His  soliciting  travels  were  either  by  train  (in  some  instances  walking)  or 
electric  interurban  cars.  He  missed  many  days  at  his  regular  job  and  of 
course  the  take-home  pay  was  reduced  accordingly. 

The  domestic  scene  lost  its  regularity.  The  confusion  there  and  the 
shortage  of  income  began  to  dishearten  Emma  who  had  for  sime  time  now  suffered 
pain  and  illness  from  what  seemed  a  stomach  ailment.  Otto  pressed  on  in  spite 
of  every  obstacle  toward  success  in  this  venture  to  manufacture  a  useful  pro¬ 
duct.  Some  business  men  in  Chicago  became  aware  of  the  promise  in  this 
patented  product  and  surmised  that  considerable  future  profit  might  be  in 
store  so  they  began  to  negotiate  for  affiliation.  In  time  the  Mill  Engineer¬ 
ing  and  Specialty  Co.  emerged  and  its  part  was  to  handle  the  sales  department 
and  accounting.  The  customers  were  billed  at  increased  prices,  fixed  by  these 
agents,  and  the  agents  settled  with  the  Bahr  Brothers  for  amounts  comparative 
to  what  they  had  been  formerly  in  the  habit  of  charging.  This  was  working 
along  pretty  well  in  1911,  with  the  selling  agency  gaining  new  customers  month 
by  month,  until  it  began  to  be  apparent  that  the  little  budding  manufacturing 
department  was  about  to  be  swallowed  up  by  the  selling  agency.  Here  was  a 
dilemma  hard  to  deal  with  and  it  was  solved  eventually  by  following  the  legal 
advice  of  a  Marion  attorney,  Harley  F.  Hardin,  to  file  in  the  State  of  Indiana 
articles  of  incorporation  thus  dissolving  the  Bahr  Brothers  partnership  and 
becoming  The  Bahr  Brothers  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.  Helpers  had  to  be  employed 
for  finishing  the  castings  and  before  long  eldest  brother  Paul  helped  in  this 
regard.  Paul  was  a  mechanic  also  and  previously  had  developed  special  skills 
in  steam  fitting,  pipe  work  and  plumbing  of  all  kinds,  but  had  not  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  development  of  this  budding  business.  Too  Paul's  wife, 
the  dark-eyed  gentle  Fanny,  was  very  ill  now  with  diabetes  for  which  science 
had  not  yet  found  much  that  would  help.  Paul  himself  was  bothered  with  deaf¬ 
ness. 


Otto's  interest  in  motor  cars  persisted  and  since  the  two-cylinder  "Over 
land"  wasn't  of  much  service  he  got  a  used  "Winton"  touring  car.  This  was 
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used  only  for  short  pleasure  jaunts  although  it  did  make  a  few  trips  of  a 
hundred  miles  or  more  by  virtue  of  many  stops  for  changing  tires.  The  Winton 
also  had  a  great  weakness  in  the  clutch,  which  necessitated  repair  on  many 
occasions.  In  1912  he  was  able,  by  Emma's  contribution  of  her  inheritance, 
to  obtain  a  better  car.  Emma  often  expressed  her  near  bewilderment  that  they 
had  invested  in  a  car  before  they  owned  a  home.  This  car  was  a  "National" 
make  and  had  previously  served  its  purpose  as  a  demonstrator  car  in  Indian¬ 
apolis.  Otto  had  a  starter  installed  (it  hung  on  the  outside  front)  to  elim¬ 
inate  the  then  customary  manual  cranking  of  motors,  so  that  the  women  in  the 
family  could  drive  too. 

Another  bid  hurdle  to  surmount  was  when  the  foundry,  that  furnished  the 
company's  castings,  increased  their  price  to  the  extent  that  some  other 
arrangement  had  to  be  made.  They  felt  they  would  have  to  learn  to  make  their 
own.  Otto  promptly  signed  up  for  a  correspondence  course  in  metallurgy  and 
he  applied  himself  to  this  study.  Negotiations  proceeded  for  renting  a 
dilapidated  little  foundry  by  the  banks  of  the  Mississinewa  River  at  Eleventh 
St.  and  conditioning  and  readying  thr  place  went  forward.  Otto  had  quit  the 
glass  factory  and  Amel,  being  needed  also  resigned  from  his  position  in 
Chicago.  Seven  months  before  Otto  had  resigned  his  job  in  Gas  City.  Thus 
whereas  they  had  been  making  patterns  and  finishing  their  products,  before 
long,  these  brothers  were  also  molding  and  casting  with  assistance  of  several 
employees . 

Otto  had  to  travel  considerably  from  now  on  to  service  the  needs  of  the 
customers  and  seek  new  accounts.  Slight  of  stature  and  worn  thin  with  over 
much  stress  and  activity  he  made  his  contacts  and  was  generally  given  an 
audience  where  he  earnestly  told  the  merits  of  the  improved  Jordan  Fillings 
with  the  trademark  "Positive."  He  was  alert  to  improve  himself  and  constantly 
added  new  words  to  his  vocabulary.  In  appearance  his  large  head  had  a  marked 
roundness  toward  the  top  and  back  and  his  brown  hair,  parted  at  the  left, 
layed  in  a  smooth  curved  effect  at  the  top  of  his  bread  brow.  He  wore  a 
mustache  practically  all  of  his  mature  years  and  his  eyes  were  hazel  brown. 

An  observer  could  readily  perceive  a  refinement  of  nature;  he  had  marked  con¬ 
sideration  for  the  feelings  of  others  and  a  cleanliness  of  speech. 

The  business  expanded  and  the  brothers  enjoyed  accomplishing  things  to¬ 
gether.  However,  the  home  life  deteriorated  as  Emma  felt  more  and  more  that 
the  brothers  had  taken  first  place  in  his  affections.  The  old  time  sociability 
among  the  families  was  replaced  by  estrangement.  Even  though  her  health  was 
declining  she  kept  the  functioning  of  the  home  orderly,  cooked  and  baked  the 
foods  Otto  liked  best,  and  even  continued  to  bake  yeast  bread  long  after  com¬ 
mercial  bakeries  had  taken  over  the  task  because  he  preferred  it. 

The  little  rented  foundry  became  inadequate  before  long  so  the  company 
in  the  year  of  1916  bought  a  few  acres  east  of  the  city  limits,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  tracks,  and  built  a  factory  there.  Near 
the  center  of  the  long  building  space  was  partitioned  from  the  shipping  depart¬ 
ment  for  an  office  as  the  office  had  been  located  in  rented  rooms  here  and 
there  previously.  A  few  years  later  a  separate  office  building  was  built. 

Although  Otto  loved  best  the  mechanical  work,  he  was  forced  to  spend  more 
and  more  time  in  the  office  attending  to  correspondence  and  matters  relative 
to  selling,  purchasing,  management  and  executive  duties.  Amel  ever  displayed 
practical  ability  and  besides  supervising  the  help,  most  of  his  time  was  spent 
at  a  bench  in  the  wood  working  department  where  he  did  designing  and  fine 
pattern  work.  William  F.  had  a  flare  for  orderliness  and  attention  to  detail 
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so  he  naturally  vent  to  accounting,  cashier  work,  care  of  income,  records  and 
reports,  and  the  replacement  of  small  tools  and  supplies.  The  three,  with 
their  various  gifts,  rounded  out  a  complete  whole.'  It  is  said  that  salesmen 
faced  a  task  here  when  any  major  purchases  were  made,  for  they  had  to  satisfy 
all  three  before  a  sale  could  be  made.  They  had  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  re¬ 
lationship  working  together,  and  they  could  at  times  lay  aside  work  and  have 
gay  social  fellowship  together. 

More  income  was  available  now  and  Emma's  great  desire  for  home  ownership 
was  at  last  a  reality.  It  meant  no  change  of  location  because  the  same  little 
cottage  (the  value  of  which  had  twice  been  covered  by  monthly  payment  of  rent), 
in  which  the  family  had  been  living,  was  purchased.  The  intention  was  to  en¬ 
large  it  by  making  a  room  or  two  above,  but  in  course  of  time  architects  and 
builders  proved  it  unsuitable  for  this  and  a  new  home  was  built  on  the  loca¬ 
tion  from  which  the  old  one  was  moved. 

The  days  of  World  War  I  were  very  strenuous  ones.  It  was  difficult  to 
get  enough  help  to  man  the  factory  during  this  period  and  daily  Otto  drove  a 
truck  type  bus  to  nearby  towns  to  bring  in  workmen.  The  new  home  was  being 
built  too  at  this  time  and  it  took  all  his  means  to  cover  its  cost. 

Emma  could  enjoy  the  new,  more  spacious  home  only  a  short  time,  for  she 
died  early  in  1920. 

Otto  married  two  more  times:  First  to  the  widow  of  Emma's  brother,  but 
this  union  ended  in  divorce,  and  then  in  1924  to  Urania  Richards  who  was  a 
young  woman  friend  of  his  daughter.  Both  times  he  provided  separate  homes, 
for  another  of  his  strong  convictions  was  the  avoidance  of  two  families  living 
together.  Tall  and  slender  describes  Urania  with  the  combination  of  dark  eyes 
and  light  hair  with  coppery  glints  in  it.  She  is  of  a  friendly  nature  mingling 
easily  among  people  and  amusing  them  with  her  strong  sense  of  humor. 

The  manufacturing  business  flourished  and  although  it  did  not  reach  large 
proportions  it  did  keep  all  three  brothers  very  busy  and  provided  them  with 
comfortable  incomes  and  it  also  gave  steady  employment  to  about  25  men.  The 
policy  here  was  always  to  pay  just  and  adequate  wages  to  the  help. 

Just  one  effort  to  branch  out  came  in  1927  when  an  idle  box  board  mill  in 
the  adjoining  county,  city  of  Albany,  was  purchased.  It  was  decided  that  the 
mill  should  be  in  charge  of  the  younger  generation  so  son  Sam  accordingly  was 
called  from  his  occupation  as  tool  maker  in  the  shops  of  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  at  Sedalia,  Missouri  and  Amel's  son,  Charles,  was  transferred  from 
the  parent  company.  It  was  a  disappointing  venture  because  the  price  of  box 
board  took  a  drastic  drop  even  before  the  mill  could  be  readied  for  operation. 
Some  paper  was  produced,  but  after  a  few  years  they  discontinued  operations. 
Charles  moved  back  to  Marion,  but  it  was  Sam's  fate  to  stay  several  years 
longer  looking  after  maintainance  and  acting  as  both  day  watchman  and  night 
watchman  until  the  mill  was  finally  sold.  Sam  then  moved  to  Marion  and  occu¬ 
pied  himself  with  duties  in  the  parent  company. 

Automobiles  had  become  more  dependable  and  travel  by  them  very  satis¬ 
factory.  From  1920  onward  Otto  used  them  extensively  for  pleasure,  business, 
and  sometimes  long  tours  of  several  weeks  duration  visiting  customers  and  call¬ 
ing  on  prospective  ones.  He  loved  cars  himself  and  gave  gifts  of  them  to  his 
children.  He  traveled  to  his  home  town  of  Niles  as  often  as  he  could  and  was 
pleased  to  visit  the  humble  place  of  his  birth  (although  a  different  structure 
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rested  on  the  foundation  of  the  original  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  when 
he  was  just  a  boy),  and  he  called  on  the  Eggleston  family  and  other  old 
time  neighbors  who  had  given  their  help  when  little  sister  Anna  had  died. 

He  visited  Earron  Lake  too  and  always  purchased  huckleberries  when  in  season. 
His  fondness  for  this  fruit  was  so  marked  he  would  buy,  or  else  order  shipped, 
several  crates  for  canning  each  season. 

Otto's  love  of  music  deepened  as  the  years  rolled  along.  His  hobby  for 
fishing  faded  and  that  for  music  strengthened.  He  bought  better  musical  in¬ 
struments  for  the  children;  phonographs  and  expanding  collections  of  records 
eventually  had  to  share  honors  with  radio  reception,  but  he  himself  sang. 

He  used  his  voice  in  the  choir  of  his  church  and  with  other  groups.  He  was 
partial  to  vocal  quartettes  featuring  soprano,  alto,  tenor,  and  bass  and  he 
enjoyed  singing  the  bass  part  himself  whenever  he  could  gather  musical 
groups  together. 

After  attaining  the  age  of  70  he  always  felt  and  often  said  he  was  liv¬ 
ing  on  extra  time  basing  the  idea  cn  the  scriptures .  He  had  steady  nerves, 
elasticity  of  step,  abundant  energy,  and  was  apparently  in  perfect  health. 

He  was  characterized  by  an  outstanding  generosity,  had  a  fine  sense  of  humor, 
told  amusing  stories,  enjoyed  pipe  smoking,  used  a  movie  kodak  and  projected 
his  own  reels.  There  was  a  marked  absence  of  complaint  and  never  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  self-pity.  There  were  moments  of  seriousness  when  he  admonished  the 
children  to  look  out  for  the  welfare  of  each  other,  but  he  always  had  and 
now  often  repeated  the  caution  against  interfering  in  the  personal  lives  of 
each  other. 

Otto  was  in  his  middle  seventies  when  World  War  II  broke  out.  Brother 
Amel  died  the  spring  before.  These  were  difficult  years  again,  and  quite 
often  he  was  seen  working  at  the  bench  where  Amel  used  to  be.  Otto  reached 
a  wise  philosophy  under  all  the  stress  expressed  thus;  "I  now  live  just  one 
day  at  a  time."  His  loved  ones  all  held  the  confident  hope  that  his  days 
would  extend  many  years  in  the  future  and  based  their  expectancy  on  his 
abundant  good  health  of  body  and  mind.  The  hectic  war  finally  came  to  a 
close  and  Otto  developed  an  astigmatism  of  his  eyes  the  following  winter. 

Since  Christmas  was  approaching  his  associates  (brother  William,  son  Sam, 
and  nephew  Charles)  contrived  jointly  to  pay  the  occulist  for  the  new  lenses 
and  handsome  frames  as  an  appropriate  Christmas  gift.  He  had  the  use  of  them 
a  few  days  previous  to  and  during  that  ice  bound  festival  season  and  then 
death  claimed  him  suddenly,  and  with  complete  absence  of  suffering,  on  the 
morning  after  Christmas  of  19^5*  Young  and  old  mourned  the  loss  of  this 
genial  personality  whose  delight  it  was  to  scatter  happiness  and  whose  spirit 
of  generosity  helped  many. 

His  pastor  had  not  known  him  any  great  length  of  time,  but  sufficiently 
to  catch  the  noble  quality  of  his  character.  So  the  Rev.  Robert  G.  Konzelman, 
then  of  St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  Marion,  based  the  funeral 
theme  on  Exodus  15,  verse  2  "The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  song  and  is  become 
my  salvation."  He  pointed  out  that  Otto  had  not  been  spared  heart  aches  and 
hardships,  but  he  ever  had  held  firmly  the  religion  of  his  youth.  He  had 
lived  a  life  that  glorified  God. 
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